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And nature's A dwith gentle ſtrokes of art; 


Moſt ſouls, tis true, this bleſſing faintly charms; 
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A diſtant flame,, that rather ſhines, than x Warm s: 
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Like rays, tho winery fircams reflected, falls 


Its A light, in glimm king intervals. 
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Like en firſt with * bend defgn 
Some humble work, and ſtady line by ine, 
A Roman urn, a grove- encircled bow'r, 

The bluſhing cherry, or the hending flow r. 
Painful, and flow o noble arts we riſe, 5 
And long long labours wait the glorious prize 8 FT 
Vet by degrees your. ſteadier hand ſhall SCs 
A bolder grace, and bid each object live. * 
So in the depths of ſome CNN = nol 
The weary peaſants heart begins to fail 
Slowly he mounts the huge high cliff with pan, 
And praysin thought he mi 
Till opening; all at once beneath hie auen rf 


exeturn again: 


The verdant trees, and glittering turrets riſe: j 


"HE ſprings! he triumphs, and like light' ning | les. : | 
Evn Raphaet's ſelf from me eſſays began, x a; # * 
| * ſhadow d with a coal his ſhapeleſs man. - 
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Time was, when Pope for rhymes would knit his 
And write as taſteleſs lines as Ido now. 1 11 n 
Tis hard a ſptirely fancy 0 command, 11 
And give a reſpite to the lab rin ring 8 
Hard as our eager Paſſions to reſtrain, 
When Prieſts, ; and ſelf-denial plead in vain: 3 LIFE 
When pleaſures tempt, and iriclinations SY 
When vice is nature, and out will the —_ 
As vain we ftrive cach trivial fault to ids, 
That ſhows bur little judgment, and more pride; | 
Like ſome nice prude, offenſive to the ſight, K 
Tg 1 8 co at beta a cold dente, 5 125 0 1% K 
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et Fe. 
For art ls loſt, when. overmuch refin MGG. 
So nice reformers their own faith betray, 117 
To err is mðrtal, do what e er we can, 
Some faulty tries will confeſs the man: 
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Wiſeſt are they, who each mad whim repreſs, 


Nor muſt the pencil ſpeak the maſter's ham. 
Each nobler ſoul in evry age was gin 15 ni bit 
To bleſs mankind, for arts deſcend 8 * 
Gods! ſhall we then their picus uſe profane. 
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* Whoever meditates ſome great deſigu : ig 28 
Where ſtrength and nature dawn at eVry line, 1 
| Where art and fancy full erfecti n give, 551 © 2 
And each bold figure glows, and ſeems to ſive huh 
Where lights and ſhades in ſweet diſunion * 
Riſe by degrees, or by degrees 
| Far let him ſhun the buſy i 95 
VUntouch'd by cares, uncumber d with a Wite⸗ 
Bear him, ye Muſes! to ſequeſterd wood, 7 
To bow iy grottoes, and to ſilver floods? 
Where peace, and friendſhip hold their gentle reign, 
And Love unarmꝰd ſits ſmiling on the plain. | l 
| Where nature's beauties variouſly unite // 
And in alandskipopen on the ſight. 1 F on . 
Wherecontemplation lifts her ſilent eye, a>doT 5 
And . travels: Oe 
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, Soft as his eaſe the whisp'rins Zephyrs yrs blow 5 0 
0 Huſt'd are ae re S nct are e eee 24 
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VUnerring Nature, without labour fair. 
Alt from this ſource derives her true deſigns 
ire muſt miſhap'd appear FI f 80 71 
„Bold be the work, but boldly regular. 

When! mercy pleads, let ſoftneſs melt the eyes ; 
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When _ forms, the bwelling muſcles riſe. | 
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a A ſoft emotion i breathes in 1 mple Tove, 
The heart juſt Renn t beat, the eyet to move. gk 
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There are, who thi 
From ſome few ſymptoms of deformity. 
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empt rom folly or from crimes mes; 517 
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4 Gently, ah! gently, 4 

k Now drops a tear car, and now ſteals our a gh. nl 

| | 1 Let awful ee eg 810 EKL 

| i Place Aure Neptune i in the Watry field. n 

| hi | Round ſmiling Venus draw the Faithleſs boy, 
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bt Or aaron aut: n 

# g Each fool will cry, O horridly amiſ i! 

From heav n deſcending, beaurcous Nat ature ca 

one clear perfedtion, one eternal flame, nad 
Whoſe lovely lighs on evry obje <Q fall 3 
By due degrees, yet. fill diſtinguiſh a all. r 
Vet as the beſt of ' mortals are ſomerimes + 
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There dayns a runway em grace, 


Led by. n eſervile rule, whoſe pow: prevails > 
On imitation, , when th example falls N 92 
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and Painters nere your Skil I 
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Enough pod the criticsof a nation, 5tnk. 


. 


No tongue expreſſes it, no rule contains 


r 1 


(T he glorions cauſe unſeen). tht effec remains; N 
Fram d in the brain, it flows with eaſy Ws. 
Stealson theScnſe, and 4 Wins the yielding ben 
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* Tradi omnia, que arsefbcie, nom poſſunt, | 
Rvintil, 4 Lib. 8, 4 10 
"Vide ctiam gue ce de Pictore. 2 
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gl nnn 40 
The various ſhapes, and foldings of tk dreſs, 2330 


With opp EF RET 243.24 


Or Wang breaſts, that decently ſurpriſe 5 
As ſome eoy Virgin with dcjeated men 1257 


Conceals Her charms, yet hopes th they niay 101 cha ; 
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Be ev 'ry  petfon's 8 proper habit known, TR 8 
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f Reddere perfone. ſet e convenientia cuiqʒ 
Reſpicere exemplar 1 vit mo ; 
Doctum i imitatorem, 
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In flowing 
I | Large are the foldings, ii 
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I But cer theſe charms are — 
5 Adapted manuals muſt be nicely TEE | 
1 Gay vivid colours muſt the drag pie 

- | Now melt with fweerneſs, and now bin with fre 
. 14 norihern a muſt aid the ſteady ſiglit , 
Elſe the ſnades alter wit the . 115 be 
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| crowding to the Wär: 
Watchful, and ſilent move the durcous bands, 
One look excites them, and one breath commands. 
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Hail happy Painting! to confirm thy ſwa 
Ocean, and air theit various tributes „„ 8 
The purple,* inſe&} ſpreads 

Wafm o er the breeze, or glitters on the tre. 
Earth's winding ve nopumbbtid)reafurcs bold, 
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And the warmichampian ripeps into gold. 
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A clearer blue che L. 
Here Umber deepens, there Vermilion glows. 
For thee, her tender greens, and flourets riſe, 


Whoſe colours change in ever-mingling dyes 3 
Ev n thoſe fair groves (for Eden firſt deſign d) 


Weep in ſoft fragra 
Tranſparent tears that glitter as they run, 
Warm d with the bluſhes of the riſing ſun. 
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Here ceaſe my fong—a gentler thems inſpires / 


Each tender thought, and wakes the lover's . 244 


Once more your aid celeſtial muſes bring; 
Sacred the ys 1 * mne deaf we fing. 


„ 1 


* In antient e Greece there li d, unknown RE o fame; 


A bb, and Minicina » was her name. 


* This nu with ſeveral others, i is mentioned »* mot 


ancient writers. I have ghoſen it as the moſt poctical./ 
EE . | | B | mit- 


| 18 on, An ESSAY 5 
Smit by a neighb'ring youth betimes ſhe fell 
Victim to love, and bade the world farewell + | 
Thoughtful and dull ſhe pin'd her bloom away 
In lonely groves, nor ſaw the chearful day. 
This might be borne but lo! her lovely n 4 
Muſt part, ah, never to return again! . 
One mutual kiſs mult mutual paſſion ſever, 50 ; 
One look divide em, and divide for ever! ; 
Sce, now ſhe lics abandon'd to deſpair, 
And to rude winds unbinds her flowing hair: 
Beauteous neglect! when melting to her woes, 
A Sybvan maid from her dark grotto roſ : 8 
(Long had ſhe vie w d the ſolitary fair, 
Her bleeding boſom beav d with equal ee 
A rar nly Picłure in her hand ſhe bore, 5 
She ſmil'd, ſhe gave it, and Was ſeen no more 
Pleas d Mimicina, ſpeechleſs with ſurpriſe, 
"4 BYS the fair form, and lightning of the e: 
| She 


Vand ſighing gave a tender kiſs; 


she knew: 
Her noble paſſion was content with this: 

No more his abſence, or her woes deplor d, 

And as the living, ſhe the dead ador d. 

Thus Painting roſe, to nouriſh ſoft deſires, | 
And gentle hopes, and friendſhip's purer fires: 
Thus ill the lover muſt his nymph adore; © 
And fi ght to charms, that ought to charm no more. | 
Thus when theſe eyes, with kind illuſions bleſt, 
Survey each grace Parthenia once poſſeſt: 

Her winning ſweetneſs, and attractive eaſe; - 
And gentle ſmiles that never fail d to pleaſe 3 
Heav'ns! how my fancy kindles at the view, | 
And my fond heart relents, and bleeds anew v! 

2 Fair faithleſs virgin! with conſtraint unkind, 

| Miſ-led by duty, and thro' cuſtom blind : 
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| irons evn now, en pride and int reſt free, 3 
Thou ſhar ſt each pang of all I felt for thee; 
Ah, no my pray rs, my tears, my Vows PS 14 
Alas, tis now a ka to call me thine, : 
To act the tender, Or the e . 3 
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Yet Rill hy ſmiles i in ck paint inp 
stil. thy! Kind glances ſet my ſoul on fire. 
Thither each hour Iliſt my thoughtful eye, 
Now drop a tear, now ſoftly breathe a ies: 
Sacred till death my gentleſt yows ſhall be, 
a the laſt oP of life be breath d for the! 
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You too, O Sewptare, ſhall exalt my lays, 
ian, n for n. 41 
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Soft Raphaets i air divine, * Antonio ſhows ; 
And all Le Brun in mimic + Picart glows. 
Hither ye nations, now dire& your eyes, 

Riſe crown'd with luſtre, gentle Albjonriſe! 


* 
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Now thy ſoft Hollur, now thy Smith appears, 


A faultleſs pattern to ſucceeding years; 


: There ** ſacred domes in length wing Viſta's charm, 2 


And Britif Beauties here for ever warm. 
Moſt Painters of leſs judgment, than caprice, 1 
Are like old maidens infamouſly nice: 

It matters nought if rules be falſe or truc/, 
All mou d be modiſh, whimſical and nn 
Fond of each change, the preſent ſtill they, praiſe, +: 
So women love and actors purchaſe plays. 4 


fl 


* Two 9 famous for their © an copied fro | 


Raphael and Le Brun. 427 IQ 5d 95 £ 
- Alluding to Hull's  Becking in a the atonefices. 1 
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Asif ſclf-love, or popular offence, 
| Recciv'd a ſanction to miſlead our ſenſe; 
Or party - notions, vapours, faith, and zeal ; 
Were all, at proper times, infallible. 
: True wit, and true religion are but one, 5 
Tho ſome pervert em, and ev'n moſt have none. 
| Who thinks what others never thought before, 


Acts but juſt that his ſons will act no more. 


Vet on a time, when vig rous thoughts demand, 
Indulge a warmth, and prompt the daring hand: 
On purpoſe deviate from the laws of uct,” - | 

And boldly dare to epeipare the heart; 

Breaſts warm d to rapture ſhall applaud POO” Oo 


May diſapprove you, but ſhall fill admire. 


The Grecian artiſt at one daſh, ſupplyd 

What patient touches, and flow art deny d. 7 age 
So when pale Florio in the gloomy prove | . 3 
Sits ſadly males on the ns of love, 5 e 
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When hopes and fears diſtract his tinrrous mind, 
And fancy only makes the nymph unkind: 

Deſp rate at laſt he ruſhes from the ſhade, 

By force and warm addreſs to win the maid : 

His brisk attack the melting nymph receives 
With equal warmth, he preſſes, ſhe forgives ; 

One moment crowns whole tedious years of pain, 
And endleſs griefs, and health conſum'd in vain. 4 — 


Of ex ry beauty that conſpires to charm a 
| Mans nicer judgment, and his genius warm, ie 
| To juſt invention be the glory givn, 
A particle, of light deriv'd from | heav'n.. | 
Unnumber' d rules t' improve the gift are ſhown. 


238 


By e ry critic; to procure it, none 


0 Gen often to the reſt impart 
New graces, more thro happineſs, than art. 
| B4 TR 
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This nicely ſtudy d, will your fame advance, 1 
The greateſt beauties ſeldom come by chance. 


Some gaze at ornament alone, and then 


So value paint, as women value men. 


It matters nought to talk of truth, or grace, - 


| Religion, genius, cuſtoms, time, and place. 


So judge the vain, and young; nor envy we: 
but they may ſee. 


They cannot think indeed 


Exceſſive beauty, like a flaſh of light, 


Scems more to weaken, than to pleaſe the ſight. . 


In one gay thought luxuriant Ovid writ, . 


And Poiture tires us, but with too much wit. 


* 


Some all their value for Croteſque expreſs, 


c Beauty they prize, but beauty in excels: 
Where cach gay figure. ſeems to glare 8 
| Wichout due e Proportion, ſhades, or art. 


(The 


. " 
8 will 8 * Fx 5 1 " 
O07 : IT , KA 1 -- A 1 25 I IX p : 5 1 5 
Fs | os "4 oe 8 1 . 
£ . * = „ p 15% a. 1 9 3 Y 
* 4 * 
- ; > 


(The ſad remains of Goths in ancient times, 
And rev'rend dullneſs, and religious rhymes) | 
So youthfnl poets ring their muſic round 

On one eternal harmony of ſound. 

« The lines are gay,” and whoſocer pretends: 
To ſearch for more, miſtakes the writer's end. 
Colours, like words, with equal care are ſought, 
Theſe pleaſe the ſight, and thoſe expreſs the thought, 
But moſt of all, the Landſcape ſeems to pleaſe | 
With calm repoſe, and rural images.. 
dee, in due lights th obedient objects ſtand, 16 
As happy caſe exalts the maſter's hand. 

See, abſent rocks hang trembling in the sæy, 

See, diſtant mountains vaniſh from theeye = 
A darker verdure ſtains the dusky woods: 

| Hoatsthe green ſhadow in the flyer floods; | 


Fair 


ns r 


Fair viſionary worlds ſurpriſe the view, 


Af 


And fancy forms the golden age a-new. 


True juſt deſigns will merit honour ſtill ; 
Who begins well, can ſcarcely finiſh ill. 
Unerring truth. muſt guide your halid . 


Art without this is violence to k ght.—— 


The firſt due poſtures of cach bee trace 
In ſwelling out- lines with an eaſy grace. 
But the prime perſon moſtly will demand 
Th' unweary'd touches of chy patient hand: 
There thought, and une ne 1 art 
conſpire, 85 
Tue critic's judgment, and the painters fire 
It lives, it moves, it ſwells to meet the eye: = 
| Behind the mingling * in ſofter ſhadows die. 
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Never with ſelf- deſign your merits raiſc, 
Nor let your tongue be echo to your praiſe: 
To wiſcr heads commit ſuch points as theſe, 


A modeſt bluſh will tell how much they pleaſe. 


In days of yore, a otic Jad, they ſay, 

Met glorious Reubens journying on the way: 
Sneering, and arch he ſhakes his empty head, 
(For half-learn' d boys will talk a Solon dead) 

Your ſervant good Sir Paul, why, what, the devil, 
The world to you is more than fairly civil; 

No life, no guſto in your pieces ſhine, c 


Without decorum, as without deſign 


Sedate to this the heav'n-born artiſt ſmil'd, + 5 
* *Nor YO! nor We" to ſpeak our praiſe, 2 Ot 
=? Each ſhall expoſe his beſt ro curious eyes, oboe 


« And let th impartial world adjuſt the prize. cal 
Let 
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Thefellow-birds in circles round it play d. 


Knew their own kind, and warbled to a ſhade. 


who flouriſh'd about the year 500, gives an ingenious ac- 
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Lt the ſoft colours ſweeten and unite 


To one juſt form, as all were ſhade, or light. 


Nothing ſo frequent charms tir admiring eyes 
As well-tim'd fancy, and a ſweet ſurpriſe. 
* So when the Grecian labour to diſcloſe 


His niceſt art, a mimic lark aroſe : 


So Vandervaart in later times excell'd, 
And nature liv'd in what our eyes beheld. 
* He too can oft, (in optics deeply read) 


A noon-day darkneſs oer his chamber oO” 


Pe 


* Sec 1 Hiſtory, lis. 35. cap. 10. 


* This practice is of no late invention. Bapriſta Porta. 


count of it in his Natural Magic, lib. 17. How uſeful this ne 


may be to young Painters, is not my province to determine. . 
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on PAINTING. 


The tranſic at objects ſudden as they paſs 

Oer the ſmall convex of the vidual glaſs, 5 
Transfer d from thence by magic's pow: rſul call, 
Shine in quick glories on the gloomy wall; 


Groves, mountains, rivers, men ſurprize the ſight, 


| Trembles the dancing world, and ſwims the wavy 


*Each varying figure in duc place diſpoſe, 
Theſe. boldly heighten, touch but faintly thoſe. 
Contiguous objects place with judgment nigh 4 
Each due proportion ſwelling on the eye. | 
Remoter views inſenſibly decay, tn 2 N 
And lights, and ſhadows ſweetly drop away. %% 
In bluiſh white the fartheſt mounts ariſe, 
Steal from the eye, and melt into the skies. 


* Singula 99 locum ee Lok i Reg Rag 
Hoc amat obſcurum, vult hoc ſub luce videri, - Horar.' 
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O' er airy Alps, and ſeem to to 


* 


Hence ed 1 in length ning iles extend, 


Round columns ſwell, and riſing arches bene? 


Obliquer views in ſide-long Viſtas glance, 
And nn _— em td date if 
1 TRY lights deſcending 1 the ar. 


O'crpow'r each other, and confuſe the eye. 


VUnerring RET guide your hand ns. 155 


Art without this, is violence to fight. 


he greateſt pleaſures tire the moſt, and ſuch ; 


Still end in vices if cnjoy'd too much. 


Tho' Painters often to the ſhades retire, | 


Yet too long eaſe but ſerves toquench the fire. 


Wing d with new praiſe, methinks they boldly ”y 


cih the . 


Still 


ill 


still true iii, here vell-wrought buſts decay, 


High turrets nod, and arches ſink away. 


Ev'n the bare walls, whoſe breathing figures g glow'd' 
With each warm ſtroke that living art beſtow 3 
Or flow decay, or hoſtile time invades, 
And allin ſilence the fair Freſeo fades. 
Each i image yet in fancy'd thoughts we view, 
And ſtrong idea forms the ſcene a- new: : 
Deluſive, ſhe, Panls's free ſtroke ſupplies, cog | 
Revives the face, and points th enlight'ning eyes. 
. | 51 | | | 
Tis . each ſcience, bor! in part, can boat 
A length of toils for human lifeat moſt : 
(S0 vaſt is art I) if this remark prove true, 


Tis dang rous ſure to think at once of two, 


And hard ta judge if greater praiſe there be 
. To, pleaſe in Painting, vor in Poetry; 


Yet 


Yet Painting lives leſs injur d, or confin d, bin 

True to th idea of the maſter's mind: 

In ev ry nation are her beauties known, wed 91 | 
In ev'ry age thelanguage is her oni: 
Nor time, nor change diminiſh from her famez 
Her charms are univerſal, and the , oi 1s 
O, could ſuch bleſſings wait the Poct's lays, LR 
-New beauties ſtill, and ill eternal praiſe 

Ev'n tho the Muſes ev ry ſtrain inſp ire 
Exalt his voice, and animate his lyre: | 

Ev'n tho their art each image ſhou'd combine 

In one clear light, one harmony divine; r 

Vet ah, how.ſoon the caſual bliſs decay, 

How great the pains, - how tranſient is the praiſe} } 
Language, frail flow r, is in a moment loſt, - 

(That only product human wit can-boaſt) | 
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Now gay in youth, its early honours riſe. 


Now hated, curſt, it fades away, and dics. 
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i be bed eeches ſoften human kin d, 1, 
To mend their manners, and exalt 8 
See, ſavage beaſtsſtapd liſt ning to the lay,᷑ 
And men more furious, and more wild than, they. 
En ſhapeles trees aſccond birth receive, 1 
Rocks moxe to form, and tarues ſeem to live. 90 
Immortal Homer felt the. facred/; age, aids vt 
And pious Orpheus; taught a barb'rous age, 
Succeeding, Painters thence deriy' d their light, . E 
And durſt no more than thoſe vouchlaf 'd ro write.) 9 
At latr.adorn the geatler arts, appears HolcemT 
llluſtrious Zeuxis from a length of FEARS wary bn 
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Parrhaſs us hand. with ſoft” ning ſtrokes _y 
The neryous ; motions,. and the folded yeſt : 
Pregnant of life his rounded. figures riſe, _ hes 


With ror 8 relie vo felling on the Wehr, + Goes. 
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| Eveyor bold, with fair Fo di # ee „ fue 
And happy Nicias crown d with dearhleſs rim.” 1 
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9 len ett cles Grier; gt ipionears Arad, 
Painting withdrew; and fought th Pao nmey 
What time each ſeictice met its due regard; = + eX 
And patrons took # pleafure to reward]!!! 
But ah, how ſoon muſt glorious times 
One tranſient joy, juſt known, andſnatctrdawiy!- 
By 1 the. ſame foes; "which Painting mund before; ci] 
Ev'n here ſne bleeds, and att; expire once more, | 
"Eaſe, laſt, and pleaſures ſhake'a feeble ſtate; $11, 9991 
Gothic invaſions, ar domeſtic hate; g 04 31115 bob 
Times flow decays, what theſe er n ſpare} eonfume, 
1 In nd, Rome ame in the of Nome 
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So! dumber'd Painting ina | fupid Ges 727 21 
Ol heavy zeal, and Monkiſh i ignoran Evi 
WW hen faith it ſelf for mere diſpute was gin,” oy 


Sul le v was as wiſe, and wrangler went to ben) 
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Maſabtho taught the finiſt d piece to lie,; 
And added ev ry grace of enen br anal Nl 
And Vinci — livitig labour 84% . a0 2 
Next Julio rose who ev ry language k A. 
Livd er ently age,” eee all nature thro”. W 
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— Rrcngth and arceonlpis, A 
The Stab and the Muſes fire, | 
ene en n 
| Eactygubies Retervthett boaſt abe W 
by curious toil Cartel made his own 82 grills; 


5 Giovanni Cimabue, bort at ere che the year 14 
he was the firſt 1 N revived Painting after | its dale. 
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Cong ew and Gu. ine. 
Thrice glorious times, hen cams ns : 
When rapture lifts us, and religion warms! he BHE 
Vocal to heav' n the ſwelling organs bon, B81 1 | 
A fhriller conſort aids the notes below ; _ 1 \ ba 3 5 
” | Above, around the pickur d ſaints appear, nN F 2 
And liſt ning ſcraphs ſmile and bend to ME o by. 


 Thence Painting, by ſome happy, Genius led, 
O'er the cold North in flow approaches ſpread. / ff 7 - 
Ev'n Britains iſle that bluſh'd with hoſtile gore, 
Receiv d her lays, unknown to yield before; 
| Relenting now, her ſavage heroes ſtand... /-;1, + > 


And melt at 1 85 ſtroke from Reubens' hand. 


Sacred to o beauty, and the fair one's 5 praiſe, oy _ ; 


Whole 


3 And calls new wonders belt from aue. 8 eyes. 
5 And 7 hornhill gen 'rous as his art, deſig ign 4 9 1 85 
| At once to profir, and to pleaſe mankind.” 
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L Thy dome, O Pauls, which heay” 1 views adorn, 285 
Shall guide the hands of painters yet unborn ; 5 i, 
Each melting ſtroke mall foreign eyes engage, : 
And ſhine uncivaſd theo a  furure age. 


Hail = wh ! in vival lays 
mme kindred-muſes ſhall record your praiſe; | 
p Whole heav iy aid inſpir d you firſt to __ 


And fix d your fame immortal i in the skies; 
There fre to laſt, till nature s ſelf expire, 
Encreaſing ſtill, and crown'd with 3 4 
High-rais' d above the blaſts of public breath, 


The voice of ha ed, and the N of __ 
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Ah, thus, for eyer may my nur 


Bold as your thoughts, * but cal. een pn 
Then might the muſe to diſtant F 


FLY 


Contract new beauty, and new praiſe receive: vn 
Freſh ſtrength, and Boar: evin Time, itſelf polls 17 25 


Soften cach line, and bid the thought to b, 
(Fame's ſecond life) whoſe Aline glory fe gars 


Nor change, nor envy, nor devouring years. 
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Or ſolid ſtatues, faithleſs to their truſt, 
In ſilence ſink," to mix with vulgar duſt 33 


85 


25 


agtsto come halt Pembroke's fame adore, 
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Dear to the Mule, ill Homer be no more. 
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(When from his Wilton walls the ſtrokes dec, 4 
And all art's fair creation dies away : "CODY 
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a Parallel berween Painting 1 PIES 
3 85 Page 1 
Advice to a young Painter. 3 
Charabter of a good Painter; ; inſtanced by Titian. 5 
An univerſal notion of Beauty. | | 6 
That we muſt not 2 28 
A luxuriant Funci "ar tho nuch 4 8 
faulty. © VE r 2 
Decency frills ts te erer, 
| Repoſe and Solitude...” 5 => - 
Nature to be imitated. 
In a fault whether to be corretiel or not... 12 
The Je ne ſcai quoi of Beaux. 13 
Draperies. | 5 15 7 
| An Encomiam on Painting, ß. 46 Mo 


F ; OM # 5 : | The 


. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
. 


7 7 
N 
7 
: 
„ U 
ab) S 
x 
? 
171 
© : 
175 
Is 
* 
23 
1 
+. 
3 
1 1 
4 
/ 
. 
Wit 
$1} 
S614] 
ay + 
IA 
N 
? 


BY 
*8 
\ 
"* 
al 
A 
" 
2 
* 
2 
. 
3 
oY 
A 
8 
Bn 
* 
$ 
' .A£ 
. 
* 
1 
" 
7% 
ES; 
= 
4 
. 
x 
2 
. 
© ” 
_ val 
234 
"4, 


2 
5 
FI 
* 
= 
2 
> 
L 
£1] 
* 
7 
— 
= 
4 
4 
* 


— —— 


= 
—— 0 


LN N cam +4' «x _. 


55 £ % 
4 
= 
* 
Ws: 
Wet” 
* 
. 
8 
„ 


— 
— 9 ©, 
2 af c e 
* F 
— . ——— 
7 * 
— I 4 \ 
A . 


ww VDV ON - 


bh SE / CRo ES, og. 


on PA 
The Epiſode 8 Mimian. | Pag. 17 


Imovations = FS Sometimes fo be udmired. 2 2 


1 t CEE LIT SB Ding AD VIPS 1 23 
2 3 2 95 is 4 ; ; 8 "I 7 6 1 x 
75 2 8 8 bo „„ te” Bb Bf L&3 


Union of Colours, 


Immoderate Ge 2 eee, 
The Landſcape. on os | 25 


Deſign. _ Eg 26 
The principal Fj gure of a a Pinus. „ 


Modeſty in a Painter. „ 
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Diſpoſition of objetts. 8 ib. 
Two equal Lights to be 1 Vi 
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Travelling, its uſm. 1 | 
Another parallel between Poetry and Painting 31 
Their di ſtint excellencies conſidered. ö 32 


Painting fur more laſting and univerſal ; „„ 
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Delos, Acontius was much enamour d with | 


of remarkable. wit and beauty. 


e, 4 
Beſides this, her fortune and family were much 
above his-own': which made him ſolicitous how 


to diſcover his Paſſion in 4 ſucceſsful; manner. 
At laſt he procured 4 very beautiful apple, upon 


which he torate 4 dyſtiet᷑ to this purpoſe, * T 


ce ſwear , or chaſte Diana. Twill for ever. be thy 
« Wife.” Jo ſoon as he had written it, he 


threw the apple Airekkiy at the feet of Cydippe, 


who imagining nothing of the deceit, tool it wp, 
aud having read the inſcription, found her ſelf 
: obliged by a folemn bath to marry Acontius. For 


in thaſe times all oaths which were made in the 


temple of Diana, were eſteemed inviolable. 


. ans time afterwards, her father who knew no- 


9g 


0 | 4 contius 6 pape 3 


| rake of... what had Happen d. eſpous d ger, to 
an her lover. The marriage was juſt upon the 
point of celebration, hes Cydippe was fei ed 


" with a violent fever. Acontius writes to her, 
he reminds her ,of, a former. ſolemn obligation, 
and artfully inſinuates that her di iſtemper is in- 
fabled asa juſt if poiſon! I from Diana. | 
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Nce more, Game, all thy fears remove, 
II is now foo late to dread a chert i in . 5 
; Thoſe roſy ls in accents half divine, ; "Oy 295 x 
Breath'd the ſoft pro n ſe in the Delian mme; 5. 
Dear awful oath! ! *cnongh 2 cadre, 


| No human ties can bind a virgin more. 85 0 0 


So may kind heav' n artend a lover s pray Kd 


Soften thy pains, a and comfort my deſpair. | 
Sce, the warm bluſh your modeſt checks enfame; 
Vet is there cauſe for anger or for ſhame! rr WM! 
Recal to mind thoſe tender lincs of love, 0 debe 7 3 
e Tn cannot lewd Tour heart diſprove... i 1] 
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Ah! ſure cannot- — 


A nat enn een the nn. 57 

The pow ir conſenting bow'd:; a beam ef ligt 

Flaſh'd rom abeakien and roade the temple 9 4 
5 2 e, dry thy preci ions. 

5 my fraud, the more my 3 
tw ever-watblul ev n by nature charm 
d the wiſe diſarmsʒ 
Fair yet ««dilemblivg, 8 but to heat * 
With tender blandiſhment, and and ſoft deceit, / raf 
Kind ſpeaking motions, ad lh, 
Tears that delight, and cloquenegot eyes. 5 Han A 
Love firſt the treach'rous dear deſign i 
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My hopes exalted, and my genius r ab 1054 
—muſt not 1 11 


Deceit it ſelf is laudable in loyat t 512256 
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Ab, Pesch me; heayn, ſome langurtze to perſuade; 
Some ver wou. o hae ihloſs maid; dll 
To touch the ſoul enn or e. ern 
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So Paris ſnarch'd his Spartan bric 
A half e half e _ bc hes 
I too reſove OSA 

For death is eſo Free 
Were you leſs fa 
And moderate the tay of my lo 
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Let ay rage, and int reſt tgp pr . 


Enyy and int reſt muſt ſubmit to love. 
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To ſhare the joys of hoſtile 1 2 Hoal 15s: 7 
ity touch da the captive dame Val 
Ir: 1 15. pipe [ 


. Soft gen e 
Wim wads's: Arhilles with a lo 
Ec eng ih deal divine 


* 746 wols ras 


| moved vi 1: 
Wretch har Las, ſo Wi 10 way ave Abou 4: 
See, at "hy" feet deſpai 


18 eyes. Inc 10% 


. Then wit ae lip chr pity Mick muſt move 
A virgin's breaſt). © * how patient is his 1oy 
te Ev'n my heart trembles, as. his tears Lice h. 
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66 Orpheus and \Eurydice 


Whilc to his mournful harp, unſeen, alone, 


With iroly a bis plaintive 1 de WS 


| His 1 noted Voice 95 down _ ſerting ſun. 


The ſhadowy ſpectres round the poet throng: 
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Or when high Jove i in Win try 
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And touch the ſouls who ne er were touch'd before. 
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| Orpheus and Eurydice: 


Amaz'd he ſtands, and by the glim wpſe of op 
Juſt ſees th unbody d ſhadow flit away. 

too unthoughtful ou. 
Thus for one look to violate thy vows! . se 


Fate bears me back, again to hell I f/ 


| Eternal darkneſs ſwims before my eye: 


Again the miclancholy'plains I ce, 
Raviſh'd from life, from pleaſure, and from thee ! 
She ſaid, and fin 
Like cxhalations vaniſh'd from the ſi n 


In vain he ſprung to ſeize her, wept, or Pray N 
Swift glides away the viſionary ſnade. e leg 50: a 


; 


= 


len t tell 


How wilt RG now, e Or 


: Thy ſecond loſs, and melt the pow 80 hell? 


Cold Are thoſc APs that bleſt thy ſoul before, ae 


| And her fair eyes Nuß roul on thine. no More. 
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And told his woes to Frrymoms freezing flood.” 
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g with rage the Baceh 
Ruſh'd to the Bard, and Kretch's 
(Nor ſounds, nor pray xs their giddy 
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Sudden, methinks, in viſion I N 
, The glorious triumphs of th* expetted m_ * Te 2 
Fair lovely ſi ights in. opening ſcenes fn 
And airy muſic trembles on my car; ; 
| Surrounding eyes devour the beauteous boy, 8.1 
- And ev'ry boſom beats Ae * of joy. 


e ix 


Riſe from thy gumbers, 8 iſe 
Lift thy fair head, unfold thy radiant eyes, = 


Whoſe lovely licht muſt other courts adorn, 


And, wound the hearts % vari yet tunborn. .. 
1 
Subdue the ſex, that triumphs! in its pride, 
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Bid noble paſſions in his boſom.coul,,.. _ , ..,,/'7/ 
And beams of fancy dawn. upon his ſoul z: 
In ſoften d muſic bid OS + Nen ove of 
Bid him be all that can his birth A 

The daring patriot, and unſhaken frie nd 

Admir d, yet humble, modeſt, tho' ſavers, 
Abroad obliging, and at home un 3 

Good, juſt, and affable in each degree: 

Such is the father, an the ſon ſhall be 
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Fair Marlbro's turrets trembling in his tides : | 


Where peace and plenty hold their gentle reign, 
And laviſh nature decks the fruitful plain: 
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Each parting face a ſettled horrour wears, * | 
Each low-held ſhield receives a flood of tears. .) 4 5 5 ; 


EEE 
Some with a kiss (ſad ſign of future harms) 


Round the clos'd beayer glue their claſping arms, 


Hang on the ſpear, detain * em as they 80 
With lifted bfes, and eloquence of woe. \ RAY 
Tho 8 n wow areal Demand 
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And all the bete mel away and dies. 
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So the pale @ilor launching from the ſhore, 
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Leaves t che dear proſpects that muſt charm no more: 


Here ſhrieks of anguiſh pierce his pitying ears 
There ſtrangely wild, a floating world appears — 
Swift the fair veſſel wings her watry flight, . 
And in a miſt deceives the aking ſight: ene 4d 
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The native ttain in fad diſtrattion weep, © 
Now beat their breaſts, now tremble Oer the deep, 
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Curſe ev'ry gale that wafts the fleet from land, 
cath ie laſt gs and wave the 1 aan, 

Lou now, fair ancient truth ! conduct 28 
I, Th adyent rous bard, and animarchis ſong: + 

Each godlike man in proper lights diſplay 

s And open all the war indread array. IR 
You too, bright miſtreſs of th Aomian quire, 
Divine Calliope ! reſume the lyr e 
The lives and deaths of mighty chiefs recit, 
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The waſte of nations, and the rage of fighgt. 
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Oer a white muſhroomꝭs hoſpitable head * 
In acorn cups the merry goblins quaft : 1 
The pearly,dews, they ſing, they love, Sa Joſs IN 


Melodious muſic trembles thro the Sky, ln 
And airy ſounds along the green · wood 8 A 
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The dapper Eljins theyr queint feſtes bedight 


3 Woyth mickle pleſaunce on a muſhrome lite: 


in acorne cuppes they quaffen daint liquete, 
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With a more than mortal reſt, 


Roſy dews the leaves among, 


Wretched Poet! ever curſt, 


„ With a life of lives the word, 5 
+; Sad 
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dad deſpondence, reſtleſs fears, 


Endleſs jealouſies and tears. 


Mindleſs of the piercing ray; 
Scorch d in Cupid's fervors, 1 


kyer weep, and ever die. 


Proud to gratify thy will, 


Ready nature waits thee ſtill: 


To the thirſty ſons of heay'n. 


In the burning ſummer, thou 
Warbleſt On the verdant bough, „„ 


bamy wines to thee ſhe pours, 
Weeping thro the dewy flow'rs: 
Rich as thoſe by Helè givn 
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Vet alas! we both agree, 
Miſerable EW like me! 
Each alike in youth rehearſes 
Gentle ſtrains, and tender verſes ; | 
Ever wand ring far from home * 
Mindleſs of the days 5 a 
FL Su as aged winter brings. }/ | 2 | 
Trembling on his icy wings). 
Both alike at laſt we dic; 


Thou art Narva 4, and ſo am I! 
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Tranſlated f from the ch B Book 
of 0 VID's  Metamorph.. 
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The Poet deſcribes Ceres wandering over the 
Morld in great ajfliction, to ſearch after her. 
l daughter Proſerpina, who was then loſt. At 
E ai Arcthuſa (4 river of Sicily) informs the 


e that her daughter was ſtolen away by _ 
F 2 | Pluto, 


. Story of Arethuſa. 


8 Pluto, and carried down into hell. Now it was 
= - ordained by fate, that Proſerpine ſhould. return 
= again, i, ſhe taſted not of any fruit in the other 

4 -qauorld. But temptations were ſtrong, and the 
| | woman could not reſiſt eating fix or ſeven kernels 
of a pomgranate. However, to mitigate the 
ſentence, Jupiter decreed that ſhe ſhould reſide 

but half the year with Pluto, and paſs the reſt 
with her mother. Upon theſe. terms Ceres is 
very well pacifyed, and in complaiſance deſires 

Arethuſa 70 relate her life, and for what reaſons 
* WAS Hind lo 4 mruer. ' 1 


Wee 28 N Tos 


Joch di in Mee the 8 ring waters 400d, 
When thus began the Parent of the flood : 


What time emerging from the wave, the bret 


Her verdant treſſes dropping on her breaſt. 
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Of all the nymphs chats boaſts, (che fad) 
Was Arethuſs once the fairel! maid. : 
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E 1% Story of Arethiaſa. | — " | 


s None lov 4 ſo vel, to pred] in cer dan 
. The trembling meſhes o er the dewy lawn: 25 
7 Tho' dreſs and beauty ſcarce deſerv'd1 my care, : q 
5 Yet ev ry rongue confels'd me to be fair. 

; The charms which others ftrive for, 1 reſign, | 

Z And think i it ev n a crime to find then mine! 

: : 15 1 7 | 

f It chanc d one morn, returning from the 
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wood, 
Weary 1 wander d © a ver love - 


The gentle waters ſcarce were ſeen t to glide, 3 


And a calm ſuence fill d the fleeping tyde 3 ; 
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High 0 er the banks a grove of Watty trees 1 55 

Spread its dark. bade, chat rrembled_ to | o the 
breeze. | - 26 

(My veſt ſuſpended on the boughs) I "5k 

PL __ feet, then plunge beneath the wave; 
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| 3-0 Alpbeus calls; z it ſaid, Or ſeem d to . 


So wing d with hunger 2 fierce cagle flies, 1 


80 wing d with fear the trembling rurtles ſpring, © : 
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A ruddy light my bluſhing limbs diſpread, | 
And the clear ſtream half glows with roſſ 7 red. 
When from beneath | in awful murmurs broke | 


A hollow voice, and thus portentous ſpoke: 5 


e My lovely aympb, my Arethuſe tay, . 
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Naked 44 Cwiſe I flew, Gy Eidech behind) 
Fear ſtrung my”; nerves, and ſhame enrag d =y 
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To drive the trembling turtles thro the Kies: 5 
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When he fierce eagle ſhoots upon the wing. 
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 The'Story 7 Arethuſa. 87 


$wift-bounding from the God, 1 now b 
Where breezy Ple ophis and Cyllene lay: 
Elis fair ſtructures open d on my eyes; 
And waving Erymanthus cools the skies. 


At length unequal for the rapid chaſe 


Tremble my limbs, the God maintains the race: 


Or hills and yales with furious hafte I flew; 
Oer hills and vales the God behind me drew. 
Now hov'ring ger, his lcngeh'ning ſhadow bends, 
(His length' ning ſhadow the low ſun extends) 
And ſudden now, his ſounding ſteps drew near; 
Atleaſt I ſcem'd his ſounding ſteps to hear. 

Now ſinking, in ſhort ſobs I gaſp'd for breath, 


Juſtin the jaws of violence and death. 


Ah, Cynthia help ! ! ('twas thus in thought I oy d, 5 


Ah, vey a raviſt d, miſcrable maid! | 


The virgin-pow'r conſenting to my pray * 
Diffus'd around a veil of clouded air: 3 
Loſt in the gloom he wanders Oer the plain, 
And Arethuſa calls, but calls in vain 5 

| In miſty ſteams th? impervious vapours riſe, 


Perplex his gueſſes, and deceive his eyes. 


What fears I felt as thus inclos'd I ſtood, 
What chilling horrours trembled thro' my blood 1 
So pants the fawn in fi lence and deſpair, 
When the grim wolf runs howling thro the lair: / 
So ſits the lev'ret, when the hound purſues 


His trembling prey, and winds the tainted dews. = 


en my chick with een, colour r burns, 4 


. 


5 
. 


Cold creeps my blood, its pales beit nd mere: 
Big drops of ſweat aſcend from ev ry pore; 
| Adown 


The Story ef Arethuſa. 


Adown my locks the pearly dews diſtill, 
And each full eye pours forth guſhing rill ; 
Now all at once my melting limbs end 


In one clear ſtream diſfolving faſt away. 


And ſtrait reſum d his watry form again 
Inſtant, Diana (mote the trembling ground; 
Down ruſh my waters with a murm'ring Wand 
Thence darkling 1 thro tbr infernal regions 11 95 


And in the Delian plains review the uy. 


The Goa oon ſaw me floating o'er the plain, 
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U UM dormiret Amor, rapuit clam pulchra 
pharctram . | 

| Cælia, ſurrepra flevit Amor pharetr3. | _ 

Noli (O pris ait) fic flere | Cupid; pharetram 
Pulchra tibi rapuit Celia, | reſtituet. 

Non opus eſt Wi calamis, non ignibus : urit / 

Voce, manu, greſſu, pectore, fronte, oculis. n 
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CUPID MISTAKEN. 


FROM T H E 


Sports of CUP ID. 


Written by AN GERIAN Us. 


Imitated and Enlarged. 
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S faſt beſide a murmw xing ; teams. 
In bliſsful viſions Cupid "Fs: | 
Cloe, as ſhe foftly came, | 
Snatch'd his golden kth» 8 
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92 Curry Miſtaken. 


From place to place in Cad ſarpiize! WA Is 85 11 
The little angry godhead flew: | | 
Trembling in his ruddy eyes 


Hung the e 1 of dew. 1 
So on the roſe (in blooming May, N 0 
When purple Phe bus riſes bright) 5 le 
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Liquid gems of ſilver lay, | 
Pierc'd with 95 55 e of- light, 


| —_ 
Fair Venus with a tender languiſh 
Smiling, thus her ſon a ddreſt, ” 6 5 55 
As he murmurd out his an guiſh // 
Trembling on her e breaſt: «i 7 
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hence, gentle infant, I implore, 
Nor laviſh precious tears in vain; L 
Chlos, when the jeſt i is oer, 
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pgs che uſeleſs ſhafts again. 


Can Chloe need the ſhafts of love, 1 hb : 7, 8 
Young, x Pome bog witty, plump, and fair * 
Charms and raptures round her move, 


Murm' rg ſighs, and 5 deſpair. > 


Millions for her unheeded - 8 | 
Millions ro her their bleſſ ings owe; 
Ex ry motion of her eye 


Murders more than Cupids bow. 
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Wie 
1 humour pleaſes, or where paſſion warms : 
(Strains! ! where the tender and ſublime, conſpire, 


A Sappho's ſweetneſs, and @ Homer's fire) 


Attend their doom, and Wait with Slad fuprize 


Thi impartial Juſtice of Cleora's eyes. 


| 'Tis hard to ſay, what 8 of kate, 


What turns of fortune on good writers wait. 
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The wiſe, the good, the noble, or the fair 


The party-ſlaye will wound 'em as he can, 
And damns the merit, if he hates the man. 


Nay, ev'n the Bards with wit and laurels crown'd,” 


lleſs d in each ftrain, in evry art renown'd : 
Miſled by pride, and taught to ſin by pow” r, 


Like ſavage monarchs on a guilty throne, 


wen: cruſh al might chat c can invade _ | Own, : 
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Others Be hate, yet v want the ſoul to date, 
Soruin bards—as beaus deceive the fair: 2 5 
on the pleas d car their ſoft deceits employ ; ; 
Smiling they wound, and praiſe but to deſtroy. 


Theſe are th' unhappy crimes of modern days, 88 


And can a the beſt of poets hope for ee 5 


How ſmall a part of a n hs 
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Still ſearch around for thoſe they may devour; 10 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
7 
| 


RE rnd 


— 


— — —f 
. . — toy ET men" — 
rr 


———— eo pos 


9 22 — — 


erb 
- 22 ee 2 . Cr as * += 1 AT © 
= O PPP — * 


96 


Short i is the date unhappy wit. can boaſt, 
A blaze of glory in a moment loſt. . 
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Fortune ſtill envious. of the great man's A rec 5 
Curſes the coxcomb with a length of days. 
So (Hector dead) amid the female quire, 
Unmanly Paris dun d the ſuver re. 
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Attend ye. Britons! in Þ ju a cauſe . 
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Tis ſure a ſcandal, to with-hold oy auſe 
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Nor let poſterity, reviling lay, 


VERT 


| Thus unregarded FE N TO *I paſs' d away ! L 


Fay 


Yet if the muſe may faith or merit claim, 
(A muſe too jult to bribe with venal fam) | 


| Soon ſhalt thou ſhine * Ce in majeſty ayow'd 5 . 5 = 7\ 


As 5 on goddels breaking, thro! acloud.” y 
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with 3d Fericon's Miſcellany. off 


Fame, like an 17 
With aighiy int reſt 


( wache, tho a e LISTS. 


Like Vincis ſtrokes, thy verſes we behold 3 1 
Correctly graceful, and with labour bold. 
At Sapphd's woes we breathe a tender ſigh,” - T9 BY 


And the ſoft ſorrow ſteals from ev'ry eye. 
„tere Spenſer $ choughrs in ſolemn numbers roll, 
here lofty Milton ſcems to lift the foul. | 
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There ſprightly Chaucer charms our hours away 
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= Muſe! 8 at chat k dame each chought of Forde recall, 
=, think how ſoon the wiſe and glorious fall! 
What tho the Siſters evry grace impart, > 
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To ſmooth thy verſe, and captivate the heart: E: 


What tho' your charms, my fair Cleora J ine ; 


bright as a cer and as your ſex e 1 
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Yer ſhall the vecſes, and the charms decay, - 
The boaſt of youth, the bleſſing of a day! 
Not Chancer's beauties could furvive the rage 
Of waſtipg envy, and devouring age: 

One mingled heap of ruin now we ſee z. 5 
Thus Chagger is, and Fenton thus ſhall be! 
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10 n move the ſprings of x nature as we -pleaſe,. 


To think with ſpirit, but to write with calc ; ; 


With living words to warm the conſcious heart, 
Or pleaſe the ſoul with nicer charms of art, 
For this the Grecian ſoar d in Epic rains, 


And ſofter Maro left the Montuan Plains : ne ia 


Melodious Spenſer felt the lover 8 fre, 
And awful Milton firung | his bear . hre, | 
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"Tis yours . like theſe, with curious 5 toil t to trace 
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The pow'rs of language, harmony, and grace, | 5 
How nature s ſelf with living luſtre ſhines 5 | 
857 v judgment ſtrengthens, and how art refines\ 
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How to n bold with conſcious ſenſe of fame, 
AM force a Pleaſure which we dare not blame = 
And give ev'n life and action to the ſtrains : : 
Led by ſome law, whoſe pos i impulſe guides 
Fach happy ſtroke, and in the ſoul eme 8 


Some fairer image of perkection, giv" | Sj 


m us more t 1 


"negligence than pains, 9 


| Tin ſpire mankind, itlelf deriv'd from heay'n n. 
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O ever worthy, ever crown 1d with praiſe; ; 
Bleſt i in thy like, and bleſt in all thy lays! | 
Add that the $5 ters eviry chought refine : ip | 22h 
Or cv'n thy life be faultleſs as thy line ; 5 . 
Vet envy fin with fiercer rage purkites, 
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Obſcures the virtue, and defames the ue. 
A "foul like thine, in pains, in grief relign'd, 5 
Views — vain ſcorn the malice of mankind: 76 
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ver 0 are not ſo 7 muſt all peruſe. 5 ws, 2 04 
[cannot rival——and Jet dare 195 praiſe. gt 33 1 

A thouſand charms at once my thoughts engage, xT. 
Sappho's ſoft ſweetneſs, Pindar's warmer rage, | 
Statins free, Vigo! r, Virgils ſtudious care, 0 1 

And Homer rs force, and Quid er 4 3011 916 UN 


Iten Strert That oft ample. 8 316 ils 121 
SO ſeems is ſome! Piaure, where TE gelen bak 


And curious 12 W and r and ſweetneſs join + 
Where the free choughs its pleaſing grace beſtows,, 
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And each warm ſtroke with living colour 1 
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| All are not born tf 


And trace his footſteps i in the paths: to fame, 


Wbo prais d no vic 


Whoſe taſte exact each author can explore, 
Who free from pride, from penitence, or _ 
Move calmly forward { 


Such be my days, and ſuch my Aa be, IO. 
* ew ie and to write by thee! ra 
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Yet all are born t "adore the great man . name, 
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to the verge of life: 1 5 


Tue Mate who now this early homage pays, 5 


Firſt learn 'd from thee to animate her lays; LC 9 


A Muſe as yet unhonour d, but unſtain'd, 


es, no preferment anda 1 


Unbyaſs d or to cenfure or co mmend, 


Who knowsno envy, and who grieves no friend 1. 


Perhaps too fond to make thoſe virtues known, 5 
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| And fix her fame immortal on thy own. 
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Curtithe ad vocem ineundun, & carmen amice 
Thebaidos, {#tam fecit cum Sratius urbem, 

Promiſitque diem: tanta dulceat 10 Se 
. ille auimos- WW. 
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—_ the ſon of Laius, king of Thebes) Was 


P 3 but by ſome miraculous preſervation he 
eſeap'd_ this danger, and afterwards, by "miſtake, 


few his own Father, a as they contended for the 


way.” "He Then married Jocaſta, queen of Thebes, 


whom he knew not To be his mother, And had by 


her two ſons,” Etheocles and. Poly: nices; who, 47 


ter their father had put out his eyes, and baniſb d 


himſelf from Thebes," agreed" between themſelves 
o govern, year by. jear interchangeably. But this 
agreetttent. was ill obſer 4.  Etheocles, when his 
late of- KD Ny Was ww” 4, \refus'd" to * 
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it to Polynices : who, in his rage, fled to Adraſtus 


re affiftunce againſt bis bro 
ther. Adraſtu$receiv'd the young prince with all 


imaginable tenderneſs, and gebe him in marricge 


to his fair danghter Deipyle, as the oracler bud 
appointed. He then, with the afſi lance of his 
allies, undertakes to ſettle Polynices on the 
throne, and to depoſe Etheocles. Upon this, Thebes 
is beſieg'd, and after ſeveral encounters, the dift- 


rence is dt laſt decided by the. duel and death of 


the two brothers. This is the main Action 1 the 


"Poem. 


4 of 3 


Bee des this, UN Way of an dale clio, the 
Poet has interwoven. another d ſtint? ſtory. The 
Goddeſs Venus / 15 reſolved fo revenge her ſelf upon 
the Lemnians, becauſe they neglefed all acrifices 
to her. She ferſt diſguſts the men with their wives, 
and then inreturn ſpirits up the women into a re. 
ſolution of murdering their husbands. Tz; his horri 
ble deſign was executed by each of them, except 


Hypſipyle, who ſaved her father Thoas, . Sametime 


afterward this alſo was diſtover'd. Hypſipyle, 1 


avoid the fury a the women e 8 the ſea-ſbore: 


where 


it 


Eh 


where ſhe was taken by the pyrates, and Preſented 
hy them to king Lycurgus, who made her nurſe 10 
his ſon Archemorus. The dominions of this prince 


| lay diretłly in the way from Argos to Thebes. As 


Adraſtus and his allies were marching thither, the 
troops were ready to periſh for Want of water. 
They chanc'd in a wood to meet Hypfipyle, who Pi. 
hing their misfortunes, lays down in haſte her 
young child, and ſbews them a ſpring that could 
never be drained. She receives the thanks of Adra- 


tus, and having at his requeſt recited her own ad. 
ventures, returns back, and find. s the young infant | 


Archemorus juſt kill d by @ ſerpent. Her confuſion 


and fears are deſcribed in an excellent ſpeech upon 


that occaſion. The Grecians kill the ſerpent, and in 


honour of the dead prince perform all the rites of | 


burial ; which is the ſubjett of this preſent book. 


Firſt of all it begins with an hiſtorical account 


F the Nemezan games, then follows the funeral, 
with a more particular deſcription of hewing the 
foreſts, and offering their hair to the deceasd. 
The anguiſh of Adraſtus, the lamentations of Eury- 
lice, and the ſilence 65 Hypſipyle, are extremely well 
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T is rites of ſepulture, and Grecian games 8 
What mighty chiefs ſhould glory give or gain, rs 
Prepar' dto combat on the liſted plain. 
Theſe honours firſt the great Alcides paid | 

To pleaſe old. Pelops' venerable ſhade: 

What time near Piſa he RODE TL Rt 8 11911 
And bound with olive-wreaths his duſty heads/-) 
Theſe, with.new hopes glad Phocis next beſtow'd,”. 


When Python ſank beneath her bowyer God. 10 
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. Theſe ſtill en to Palemon pays, 


His t al mother to the ſounding waves ; 
Occ either Iſthmus floats the mingled moan, 13 
And diſtant Thebe anger Pow for groan. 


dS 2 


The pious games begin, with Jak 8 
Here the young warriors firſt prelude in arms: 
Each blooming youth Aonia ſends to fame, 
And each dear object to the Tyrian dame 5 
Who once embru d in blood, | ſhall heap around 
High bills of lain, and deluge all the ground. 


The youthful ſailors thus with early care 
Their arms experience, and for ſea prepare: 
On ſome ſmooth lake their lighter oars eſſe, 2) 
| Andlearn the nnn, 2 
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But once grown bold, they launch before the wind 


Eager and ſwift, nor turn their eyes behind. Y 
Aurora now, fair daughter of the day, | | 
Warm'd the clear orient with a bluſhing SS 30 | | 

Swift from mankind the pow” r of Sumbers flew : | f | 

And the pale moon her glimm' ring beams withdrew. | | 

Oer the long woods the matin dirges run, | | | 

And ſhricks of ſorrow wake the riſing ſun. | | 

20 % Th unhappy father, father now no more, 1 | 
Wi boſom beat, his aged hairs he tore: : 5 | 
beſide him lay each ornament of ſtate, Bl 3 

To make him wretched, as. they made him great. | | 

With more than female grieft the mother cries, ; | 

| And wringing both her hands, obteſtsthe Nies 5 40 . | | 
, lending ſhe weeps upon th. extended Nain, : 1 
bathes ev Ty wound, returns, and weeps again. ; 
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(As if juſt then the rembling babe was found, 45 


And life” $ laſt blood came iſſuing thro' the wound) 


Breaſt took from breaſt the melancholy drin, 8 b i 


And pauſing nature wept, and ſob! d again. 


Confus'd each Grecian hangs his guilry head, 


And Forge a flood of tears to wail the dead. - 0 


Mean while Adraſtus bears the 11 , 
And with kind words conſoles the father 5 heart. 


He marks th' eternal orders of the *. 


MN 


And proves war man was born to grieve 7 dic; P 


"Naw cette him heav' n will future children dend 3 
? Tobeit his kingdom, : and his ya cars s defend. | 38 
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1 chartner pleads, wnbqubdedho TER 
The parent'srears; in violence of woe. ert 5865 FT 


He hears no more than ſtorms. that thu 1dring 


Regatd the ſallors vos, or pierci 
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* PRA of friends the bier beſtro r 
With cypreſ-boughs : Then place the ſtraw held. 
The ſecond.rank with ſhort-liv'd flow" rs they ſpread, 
Which (om müſt fade, and wither like ene 
Arabian odoats from the third diffuſe 
A grateful ge, and weep in fragrant Pe 
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In lonely woods, to mangling dogs a _ 


— 


— — — K — Ir — N 
— pate. © \ 5-2 4 * — 
bu) A n 1 5 — 

* >. . - > C — 

"IT CIDER. 8 — OS. — = 
— —— — 2 — 4 — od — — — = — — = a I 

— - 3 9 pm 1 - * * e e — - 
TY TE: 0 "I 2 I . — — * —— 7 a 
4 * by DD 0 * 

2 * —ͤ SA 

A SR 

1 


— 
— 
FRS „„ a. 
* 8 — - — 2 
— Ps . — 
n e COLES 
- 
Ld 


1 
IM 
4 
= = 
i 

* U 
9 
. 
37 0 
1 i 
EN 
bit 
4 
bi 
of 


py 4 
oi 
28 
3 
_ 
* 1 
. 10 
" 5 
4 
. 4 Q 
1 
* 
nt 
is IF . 
»S® 
— | 
n 3 
DES 
75 
2 
* 
12 
W 
+, 
PL 
1 "1 
LE: 
Peg 
f 
x 
9 | 
Ps l 
4 
» 4b ? 
. 4. 
1 
Fat) 


PP ˙ A dd, ARES! 
— S I ET Ie 2 vi" „7 3 0” "6": 3 
—— 4 
— — — - . . ned rr 
— ———— by 7 LA AIEA CBE; — 


n 


1 — — 
—ä— !—ß—V— V — — — 
—— — — + at Catal A 
R — ſtr rang" — 
K A . 


2 


, EE 


Heart-wounded at the ſight, in anguiſh ſtands 
; Eurydice, ae e trembling hands; 
Then turns Td? half dying een wt 
| For kindred miſcriesſo-like her n. 75 
. Arms, ſceprers, jewels, on the dead they. throw, 
{ And ſacrifice all grandeur to their woe. 

As if the hero, deck'd with warlike ſpoil, 

Was born. i in triumph to the fun ral 3 

Vet as due rites with kind affection 55 


Can add ſome honours to the infant: f 
Hence roſe magnificence, and ſolemn tears, 
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With preſents ſuited to maturer years. || 


A glitt ring helm was ſafely plac d apart, D 
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And conſecrated ſpears, (a deadly tore) 12 


Radiant and keen, as yetunſtain'd with gore. 


The pious mother thus, deceiv'd too late 90 
Like het fond ſpouſe, -reſerv'd a crown of ſtate, - | 
And N robes, nn. nn flow'rs; 
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To raiſe the Pyr, croud thick the Grecian bands, by 
From Nemee theſe, and Tempe's lofty crown, 


Tum ble whole heapsof R d 5: '4T | 
Theit airy brows the naked hills diſplayy--! 100 


„ 


re beholds the face of 8 8 


And earth once in 5 
Deep groan the groves: On ruſſling : Fe rile 15 Fr A 
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Sacred thro time, from age to age it ſtood," 
A wide · ſpread, gloomy, venerable wood : + /: Ioy 
Older than man, and ev ry ſylvan maid,” 

Who haunts the grot, or skims along g the be 
Stretch d o'er the ground the tow ring oaks were ſeen, 


The foodful beech, and cypreſs ever green: 


The nuptial elm, and mounrain-holm entire, | b 

| The pitchy tree that feeds the fun ral fire: 10 
The reſin ſoft, and ſolitary yew, 

For ever dropping with' unwholeſome dow: * 

The poplar trembling Oer the ſilver flood, 

The warrioraſh that recks in hoſtile 8 

Th advent'rousfirr that ſails the yaſt 5 115 
And pine, freſh bleeding from th odare ous wound 
"All at one time the nodding foreſts bends. 5 Ang: 
And with-a craſh together all deſcend. |. _ 1 


| Loud : as hen bluſt ring Boreas iſſues "PP | 
To bring the ſweeping whirlwind from the "HEM 120 
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sudden and (itt as kindling flames ariſe, 
The abi grove reſounds with AE _ n EN 
Srvanus ſtarts, and hoary Pales m. 
Trembling and flow the guardian-nymphs retire, 125 


Or claſp the tree, and periſh in the fire. 
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So when ſome chief, (the city ſtorm dj commands 
Revenge and plunder to his furious bands: 55 
Fer yet he ſpeaks the domes in ruin la 
wander Hes and bear aw. 130 


c EDA , DIR 
. is 54 3 8 4 Spe Bo SINE oc? 


Sacred to heav n and hel the mourners Jag. 


z * 23 e 7 1 2 LI # : 15 


1 25 3 


Two maſly altars, Pointing in the air. . 
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The pious rites begin, in mournful ſtrains 


The muſic of the Phy een fi fife complains ; ; - 5 
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Firſt Pelops taught theſe melancholy ſtrains 

When Njobe'sfond offspring preſt the plains; . 
Six blooming F ouths, and ſix fair virgins fell, lt 5017 T1 
Sent by fierce Cynthia to the ſhades of hell: 140 
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Incenſe and oil upon the Pyle they throw, 
And Ty monarchs' mighty gifts beſtow. | 
High-rais d in air the mournful bier is born, Dy " N 
Dejected chiefs Lycurgus' train adorn) 2 8 f ie e 
The female ſex around the mother croud,” i © 1 


And weep and ſob, and vent their griefs aloud: M3 
Behind Hypfipyle $ ſoft ſorrows flow | TE N 
Silent, and faſt, in eloquenee of woe. 5 4 m T 
Each heaving boſom draws a deeper figh, 102 

And the big pate jon burlts from ev ry eye. 9 85 1 0 
Thus while the ciyſtal rears unbounded. ran, ET = 1 
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Ah ! deareſt child! amid theſe Ast fuld 
[never thought to give thee to the flames! 
How could I dream of forrows and of death,, 135 
momefts of thy infant breat ?; 
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or deem that Thebes ſhould ever murder thee?! 
What ſudden vengeance wing d with wrath divine” 
purſues me till, and curſes all my lite 2 cy 166/ 
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A faithleſs 1 a wand' ring fugitive! | 
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With fur invention pow rful to prevail j 
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Is this that guardian of the Lennian ſtate, Y 
ods ſnatch'd her father from GIA en N 70 


A no herſelf the bl 
| And Need liket 
1s this her Kari 19eave in woods alone 
Her prince, nay more, an iaß vx not — 2 0: 
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| Who haunt the gloomy groves, = = 47 1 1 3 P 
Each murm ring fount that quiyers to the breeze, In 
Each dying gale that pants upon the trees, _ Fa 


Sudden by turns diſtract an infant's. i, 
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Whoſe d'crſaw ths? and whoſe addi? F 
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y cheeks with ſtreams of c e ftal drown d, 


Who dry'dth 
lad taught thy voices faite the faultring ſound. 
Ungritefl wrerch, may grief thy y years 5 conſume, py 
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And pains eternal bend thee to the tomb! 190 
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Tear her, ye warriors, tear her from my "eyes, 
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Deaf to her vows, her pen itence, or Cries : 
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Deep in her boſom drivet th "avenging dart, 

To drink the ble 00 thar feeds her faithleſs heart. | 
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She beten esse W | 
is in theſilence of her L e ow en i 
Sudden her rage rekindles at the yiew, #292 "40 1h 
3 705 tricklin 9 down her cheeks deſcend the drops 
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Who adds a horror to the fun ral day, 
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Who with a ſmile profanes ti the matron⸗ moan, 
| And criumphs in misfortunes not her on 


ghe ſaid, and | ſinking drew. afainter ſigh, Yo yrs 151 295 


N 4 z 
* 1 


Rage opa d her voice, an and grief 0 crwhelm d her eyez 
Thence flowly moving 1 thro the croud hg, went 
By dent 8 in ſullen diſcontent. 5 
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So when the holy prieſt with, « -urigus EYES 


Door doms dome fair heifer tot the facrifice, 5 21 0 
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As down her ſide diſtls the ute. warm b bl 00 
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The e e dejected, and alone 
Pours to the winds her 


CE! | able moan, © 
With mournful looks ſhe 198 from the plain, 2 "TY 
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The father now unbarch his rey tend headz; 
His ſilver locks he ſcatters O er the dead ei 
Then with a ſigh the venerable mana 
Ihus to the 5 pods began. 220 
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If ; Jovesalmight wiſdom can deceive, 221 tn A 
Curſt i is the man who fondly will believe! net af 
Theſe Gacred hairs, long from the razor fre, 
Ibore, a pious gift reſery d for tee: ccalgd a[ 
What time Ophelter youthful cheeks reſign ISS 
Their tender down, an off ring at ION i COOL 


In vain boa — the ſullen prieſt refus' d my pray 5 3˙ 
And ſcatt ring winds b it all in air. 

Tear them my fingers, tear them ftom my og 
1 laſt fad ro to 5 the 1490 0 dead! 130 
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In one dark circle, hide the m. 


The flying em ralds crackle in the blaze, 233 


With: arms reverſt pace flowly round the dead; 
Now moving to the left, encloſe the Pyre, 243 
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Th unwilling parents ſilently dent 130 
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And fiery rubies ſtream with ſanguine rays. 


in ining nus ndl River fiows, 

And clearer gold with flaming luſtre glows. NY 
In balmy clouds Arabias odours riſe,ʒ, 
To walt their grateful fragrance to the skies 240 
Rich urns of milk, cort'ring, their ſtreams incline, 
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And ſcatter heaps of duſt to ſink the fire; 
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Thrice _ their rea. thrice claſh their elites | 
the fen males trick, aal denon fl the 
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Remaota e home another fire they . 
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of the woolly breed. 1250. 


latent in chought the pious Augur ſtands, 

Approves the rites, inſpires the fainting bands: 
Calmly diſſembling in his anxious mi 
Each ſad ee, behi 
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Returning, fon the 1 with loud ED MES 
Again the wartiors beat their clatt” ring arms: | 
Shields, lances; helms, the linking. flames ofrpr K 
A friend's laſt pledges to the alike dead. 70 N 
Full on the winds the ſwelling muſic floats, align bunA 
And Nemee's ſhades pour back the length ning notes. 
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So when the reugipeter with lab' ring Wk 261 
Shakes the wide fields, and ſounds the charge of death: 
The blood fermenting feels a gentle heat 
Quick roul the eyes, and faſt the pulſes beat: 

E er yet their rage the martial god controuls, 2565 
Nor ſwells heir nerves, nor rules c on their wal 
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Now careful night in ſober weeds array d, 
| O er the clear Skies extends her dusky ſhade. - 
They bend the copious gobler Oer the i I 83s: 


And quench with wine the yet-remaining fire. 270 
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N ine times his courſe bright I aner had e . 

And ew. ning Ve, ſper deck d his rays with gold: 201 

Now Oer the urn the facred earth they bead, 


And raiſe a monument to grace the dead. {3 06 | a 
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Here in reliefe the Lemmian virgin 
Who points the grateſul ſpring to Grecias bands: 
There young Opheltes breathes his dy ing moan, 
And ſeems to ſhiver, and turn ale inſtone ST 
In waving ſpires the Serpent floats : 
is eyes in death, and darts his * 


By this, the FRY ſpe! tators | in a r 
Throng the green Circus, and enjoy the ſhow, 
Deep in the boſom of a vale it ſtood, : 


Sacred to ſports, and overhung with wood : 


A darker, green i ts graſſy ſurface crowns, | 4 SS - 
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And ſmoothly ſwims 19 3 car along the downs 


Long cer the dawn of! morn the mingling throng f 7 
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Spreads 0 er the plain, and man bears man along: 
(Not half ſuch numbers —_ the facred ſpace, 
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When Teen g. honours dead Palemon | grace;) 290 
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Twice fifty ſtcers al along the plains n 00 
As many mother cows of fable hu: 
As many heifers raiſe their vouthful is; 


©Whoſe front as yet, no blaze of white ade 
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High Oer the people wrought with lively grace, 
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Shine thi fair £ glorics of their ancient t grace : - 
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Each ſpeaking figure ſeems to touch the ſoul, 
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And life 1 motion animate the whole. il 


Here lab ring Hercules with anguiſh erk 00 
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Transform'd, behind him fearful 75 ood, 
And cropt the graſs beſides her father's flood ;. 


ge mixes with the herd her mournful e wy 


And often turns, and Watches Argus eyes. 

ner, from the Pharian coaſt indulging Joue 310 
5 MW Transferr'd immortal, to the realms above: | 

Still in her fanes the ſable Memphian bows, 

lud eaſtern Magi pay their early vows. 

ere T antalus amid the pow'rs divine . 

Lifts the deep g goblet crown d with ſparkling wine : 


Yor ſtands (as Pocts 6 ng)i in fireams below, 316) 


ſtill curſt with life, yet fated ſtill to woe, 


5 The wretch for ever er ples, the firearms for ever flow. 
There Pelops laſhes on with loos'ned teins 


Neptune fleet courſers Oer the ſmoking plains: . 
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iind his rival 0 er the rapid ed: = 321 : 15 
gs imminent——and drives wich equal ſpeed; : 
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Acryſi US berg in thoughtful poſture ſtands: 1 
There brave Choræbus lifts his bleeding hands. 
Here am'rous Fove deſcending as of old, 32; 


Impregnatcs Danae with a ſhow'r of gold... 
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Her bluſhes Amymine ſtrives to hide, 5 
Compreſt by Neptune in the ſuver tide. . 
Alcmena there young Hercules admires, 8 | 
As her head blazes with three lambent fires. 330 
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Here Belus 5 at  Hymes' $ alrars band, 
And join with hearts averſe the friendly hand : 
A faithleſs ſmile of ill-diſembled grace 


Seem d moſt to flatter i in Egyſthus face : „ 
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As the calm villain with ſevere delight 335 
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Acts in his mind the murders of the night. 


ry 


8D - = — 
r . = EO. t. 
mp rm ——ę—-¼— ane 
* n ** 


9A — 
n 


Now evry boſom beats with hopes, or fear, | | 
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The clamours thicken, and the croud draws? near: 
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laſpite the muſe, to ſing each | hero's deeds, 1 T 

0 Pow'r of verſe! and name, and gen'rous ſteeds. 340 
Before, afar, Arion beats the plain; 

Looſe to the breeze high-danc'd his floating mane: 

Immortal ſteed ! ! whom firſt th carth-ſhaker' $ han” 

Tam'd to the laſh," and drove along the ſtrand 7 

Tho reſtleſs as the wintry ſurges roul, | nd | 

And furious ſill, and unſubdiid of ſoul. | | 

Mix d with his watry ſteeds the god he bore 

To Fo ,ybian Syrtes, or th' Tonian ſhore : 

Swift flew the rapid car, and left behind 

The noiſe of tempeſts, and the wings of wind. 350' 

To glory next great Hercules he drew, 

0! er hills, and vales, and craggy rocks he flew: ; 

Then to Adraſtus' government was giv'n 


Th' immortal courler, and the gilt of heav A. 
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The royal hand by due degrees reclaim d, 33, 


And length of years his ſtubborn ſpirit tam d: 


Him now with many a wiſh, and many a pray r, 


Aaraſtus lends to Polynices care; 

Shows him to urge his fiery ſoul along 

With tim'rous hand, and gentleneſs of tongue: 360 
The reins: to guide, the circling laſh to wield, 


And drive victorious o er the duſty field. 


o ſad Apollo with a boding ſigh 
Told his fond child the dangers of the sky : 


Careful the parent, ſuch advice to give! 365 


Could fate be chang d, or e youth believe! | 
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"Thi O Ebalian Prieſt n moves. + ſecond oer the plain, 
Who boaſts his courſers of immortal ſtrain: | 


Sprung from fair Cyllarus i in days of yore: 7 


(Th he guilty product of a ſtol'n amour) * 370 


When 
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when C2forgriev'd in bitterneſs of ſoul, * | 


Where ſeas ſcarce flow beneath the Srythian po + Be. 


White were the ſteeds that drew him o'er the field, 
White was his helm, his ribbands, and his ſhield. 
5 il Next, bold Admetus whirling from above 375 
The ſounding ſcourge, his female courſers drove: 
Nor firokes, nor blandiſhment their rage controuls, 


They bound, and ſwell with more than female ſouls, 


Sprung from the cloud-· born Centaurs, ſuch their | 


lone, 


Then fair Hypfipile's bold at came, 4178 


Two lovely twins, alike intent on fame, 


(This Thoas call d, the name his grandſire bore ; 


And Euneos that, to ſail from ſhore to ſhore) 385 
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Their e "_—_ and — in the courſe. 380 


Their ſteeds, their chariots, and their arms the ſame. ) 
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Each wiſh d the glorious victory his own, 
If not his brother to be bleſt alone. 


Laſt Chromis and Hippodamus ſucceed, e 
Each checks the reins, and each inſpires his ſteed: M. 
Alike with martial eminence they ſhone, 390 
OEnomius this, and that Alcides fon; 
| One drove the courſers e'rſt at Piſa bred, 
And one the ſavage ſteeds of Diomed. 
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Whence firſt they ſtart, a ſtony fragment ſtands, 
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Of old, a limit to contiguous lands. 395 

An aged oak, of leaves and hed bare, 
Preſents a goal-to guide the circling car. = Þ 
Their diſtance ſuch, as'the wing'd arrow flies 1 
Thrice from the bow ſent hiſſing thro the skies. 4 
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Men while, high-thron'd amid th' Aonian . 
Divine Apollo ſtrikes the ſilver lyre; 401 
He ſung the wars on Phlegra's fatal plain, 

And Python, Oer Caſtalia's fountain lain. 

He ſung what order rules the worlds on high, 

Who bids the thunder roar, and lightning fly 405 
Who feeds the ſtars, or gave the winds to blow: 
What ſprings eternal ſwell the ſeas belo ß, 


Who ſpread the clouds, who rouls the lamp of light 


Oer heav'ns blue arch, or wraps the world in night. 


With decent care beneath a laurcat ſhade 5 411 


Then in rich robes his beauteous limbs he dreſt = f 
Aſtarry zone hung blazing o'er his breaſt, 


dudden a ſhout confus'dly ſtrikes his ears 


lle bends his awful eyes, the croud appears. 


14 „ Each 
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Each chief he knows, and honours each, but moſt 
The * priel, and t ruler of Theſſalias hoſt. Ve bare 
What pow's; (he eries) has fir d with thirſt of fame 
Theſe two adorers of 4 alle 
Equally dear and good pad. iS 
For piety, | alike with favours crow nd. bai pot Tai 
When once a ſwain the lowing herds 1 drove, 
(Such was the doom of fate, and wrath of = 
Sill did Admetus' pious altars blaze, 
And evry temple rung with hymns of Silo F602 % 
While at my ſh rinc Amphiaraus ſtands, $ gar | 42 5 
4 And lifts his eyes, and ſpreads his eib hands; 
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O deareſt, beſt of men; alas no more — ad 
Black fate. impends, and all thy joys are err. 
Soon muſt the Theban ear th in ſunder rend 

2 Her opening jaws,” and thou to hell deſeend dt 0 
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Admetus life to diſtant times ſhall laft, 
And eviy year add glories to the paſt : | 
Unknowing of repentance, cares, and ſtrife, 
Theſe hands ſhall guide him to the verge of life. | 
Each bird of omen told the fatal day—— 433 


8 


He ſaid, and weeping turm d his eyes away : | 
Then ſudden fromO/ympuy airy height, 
To Nemee'sſhade precipitates his flight; 


aſh of light'ning flies, 


Swift, as a ſudden f 
Bending he ſhoots adown the ſhining skies: 440 
En while on earth the God purſucs his way, 
Behind, aloft the ſtreams of glory play, 


Dance on the winds, or in a blaze decay. 


Now in his helm impartial Prothous throws 
The flying lots, and as the lots diſpoſe, 445 
Around him rang d in beauteous order came 


Each ardent youth, a candidate for fame. 


” Hens: 
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Here wild miſtruſt, and jcalouſics appear, 


And pale ſurpriſe, and ſelf· ſuſpecting fear: 
. Reſtleſs impatience, cold in ev'ry part, 7 85 . 


And a fad dread that ſeems to ſink the heart. 


There ſhouts of triumph rend the vaulted sky, e 


And fame and conqueſt brighten ev ry eye. 
Th impatient courſers pant in ev ry vein, 


; « And pawing ſeem to beat the diſtant plain : 433 


The burni ing foam deſcends, the bridles ring, 


And from the bartier-bounds is a they bas, ; 


& And e er they ſtart, a thouſand ſteps are loſt. - 


T' cxalt their pride, a croud of ſervants deck 460 


Their curling manes, and ſtroke the ſhining neck. | 


1 Inſtant, (the ſignal giv'n) the rival throng. Tru 


Starts ſudden with a bounc 


spit 
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Swift a8 an arrow hiſſes thro' the skies 8 465 
Swift as a flame devours the crackling wood, 


Swift as the headlong torrents of a flood... 


Now in one cloud they vaniſh from the eye, 
Nor ſec, nor know their rivals as they fly: 


They turn the goal: again with rapid pace 470 


The wheels roul round, and blot their former trace ö 
Now on their knees they ſteer a bending courſe, 
Now hang impatient o'er the flying horſe. 


From groaning earth the mingling clamours riſe, 


Confuſion fills their cart, and darkneſs inks their | 


eyes. N © 475 


_— 


Inftin& with preſcience, or o'craw'd by fear, 15 


Arion feels an unknown chariotcer 


Poiz d 
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Polz d on the reins; to ſudden yy reftor'd, 
He dreads the fury of his abſent lord: 


| Enrag! d now runs at random, and diſdains\ - 480 


To bear a ſtranger : wonder flls the plains. | 


All think the ſteed too eager for the prizez | 
The ſteed breathes vengeance, from the driver flcs 


And ſeeks his maſter OE with wiſhful 5 


* 


The next, tho mighty far the next, ſucceeds 485 | 


Amphiaraus with his ſnow-white ſteeds: 
Cloſe by his ſide Admetus whirls along, | 
Euneos and Thoas join the flying throng: 
Next Chromis and Hippodamus appear, 
Who wage a dreadful conflict in the rear : 490 
skill d of themſelves, in vain they urge the chatte. 
: | (Their ſteeds too heavy for ſo ſwift a race) 
1 Hippodamus flew firſt, and full behind . 
Impatient Chromis blows the ſultry wind. 
N | AR 


It 
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Admetus now directs the fide-long horſe 495. 
To turn the goal, and intercept the courſe 3 ; 
His equal art the prieſt of Phæbus tries, 
The goal he bruſhes, as his chariot flies * . 
While mad Arion wanders Oer the plain, 
Nor minds the race, nor hears the curbing rein. 500 
Unable to controul, the trembling an; 4 
Sits ſadly ſilent, andindulges Wee, | 
Pleas d with his liberty the ſea-born horſe . | 
Springs with a bound, and thunders o'er the courſe : 
Loud ſhouts the multitude ; in wild debate © 305 


Of fears and terrors Polynices fate, 


Flings up the reins, and waits th event of fate. 


So ſpent with toils, and gaſping after breath, | 
Pants the pale ſailor in the arms of death; | 
In fad deſpair gives ev'ty labour Oh Et 51 on 
And _—_ the skies and faithleſs winds no more. a 

1 | | Now 
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| Now horſe with hoods: to chariot chariot clos d, 
| | Wheels claſh'd with wheels, and chief to chief * 
| „ 4 fo bn 
War, war it rem d! and Per, ten thouſand ways | 
So dreadful, is the ſacred luſt of praiſe! 515 | 
Each chief by turns his panting courſers fires, FED 1 | 
With praiſe now pleaſes, now with rage inſpires. 
By fair addreſs Admetus ſooths along Ni 
Iris the ſwift, and PholGe the firong. | 
Amphiaraus haſtens with ablow 5200 
Fierce Aſchetos to ruſh before the foe, 1 
And Crenus whiter than the new-fal'n ſnow, 


With vows and pray'rs Hippodamus „„ ] 
Slow-moving Calydon,renown'd in fights : N ] 
Strimon encourag d by bold Chromis flies, a ; 
And ſwift Aoebion ſtarts at Euneos cries: ES: ] 
And fair Podarcs fleck d with purple 443 1 


By Thoas ſummon d, beats the ſounding plains. 
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In ſilence Polynices drives alone, BO 
Seat to himſelf, and trembles to an 530 


Three times the e car with EY pace 
Had turn d the goal, the fourth concludes the race. 
Faſt and more faſt the panting courſers blow, 


And ſtreams of ſweat from evry member flow. 4 


Now fortune firſt the crown of conqueſt brings, | 


(Suſpending in mid air her trembling wings) 

K In act to hurl Admetus to the plain, 
Revengeful Thoas gives up all the rein; 
Hippodamus ſurvey d the fraud from far : | 
Full in its courſe he met tl : driving car, 540 
Loud claſh'd-the wheels; Hippodamus withdrew, 
To turn the 3 ardent Chromis flew | 
Inſtant before, in angry fight oppos'd, 
Chicf ſtrove with chief, to chariot chariot clos d. 


b 


155 vain th' i impatient courſers 1 urge along 
Lock di in th' embrace, indifſolubly ars. 


So when . 11 winds in ſilence ſleep, 
And drowſy Neptune ſtills the watry „ : 
Oer the clear verdant wave extended lies” 
Th' unmoving veſſel, till the gales ariſe. 


Again the warriors ſtrive, the fields reſound: 5 
H. ippodamus, all ſudden with a bound 7 
Shock d from his chariot tumbled to the b | 
The Thracian courſers, (but their chief withſtood) 
Spring to devour his limbs, and drink his blood : 5 5 5 
= Inſtant the gen'rous victor turn d away, | 
And gain'd more glory tho he loſt the day. 


Mean while the god, who gilds th ethereal ſpace = 
Deſcends, himſelf a partner of the race: 


N 


ul beg the ſteeds their 1— ſhade excend, 
And the long labours of the Circus end) 561 
A Gorgon's head aloft in air he bore, 9 
Horrid with ſnakes, and ſtain'd with human gore $6 
One ghaſtly look were able to diſmay. 1 
The ſteeds of Mars, or thoſe that lead the day ; 565 
Ev'n hell's grim guardian might ſurceaſe to rar 
And Furies fear; unknown to fear before. 


hs t 


Sudden Arion ey d the ſight from far, 
And loudly ſnorting ſtop d the driving car: 
Cold darts of ice not thrilling thro' his blood, 37 
His fearful fleſh all trembled as he ſtood : | 
Abruptly ſhock d, and mindleſs of the wein 
Th' Aonian hero tumbled to the plain; 
Again recover d, flecter than the wind MENTS 
Arion Gaby and leaves his chief bend. 2 oF 


K Hheſide 


146 
Beſide the proſtrate chief, the rival throng 
Obliquely bending, ſwiftly raſh'd along. 

Slow from the duſt he roſe, and Gadly went N 


Thro' the long croud in ſullen diſcontent. 
O happy hour! had fate but deign'd to cloſe 
Thy eyes in death; the period of our wos: 5 2 
Thee Thebes ſhould honour, and her mage ſhed 
Some tears in publick to bewail the dead. 
Lariſas groves ſhould fall, to raiſe thy Pyre : . | 
And Nemee's woods augment the fun ral fire. 585 ; 
All Greece à nobler monument ſhould raiſe ” 
Than this, now facred to Opheltes praiſe. | 1 
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Furious the Prophet drove with 1 120 
Sure of the prize, yet ſecon 
Before, afar the ſea· born courſerdrew. | 1999552 71500. T 


| f His 1 © chariot ratling as he flew. IT BH, 
Le 


1 
* * 
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Yet Rill the Prophet thunders: oer the plain, 
Eager of praiſe, amaz'd, cnrag'd, — in vain; ; 
The Power of wiſdom more than mortal ſtrong,” 
Swells ev'ry nerve to laſh the ſteeds along: 395 
Inſtinct wich rage divine his ſtceds rene 1 U 
The rapid labour bath d in ſtreams of de. 
The glowing axle kindles as they fly, ok 
And drifts of riſing duſt involve the sky. 21994 Ba 
Earth opening ſcems to groan, (a fatal ſign!) 600 5 
Still they ruſh on, advancing in a linen 
Now with redoubled ſwiftneſs Cycnus flies, e 
But partial Neptune the whole palm denies: 


Arion won the race, the prophet bore the prize. 


* 
4 #2 * 


A maſſy bowl. (the pledge deſign d to grace N 
The gen'rous chief victorious in the race) 606 
Blazing with gems, and rough with riſing gold: 


Two youths preſent him: antique was the n 


3 
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In this, Alcides each revolving night” 
Was wont to drown the labours of the fight: 610 
Grav'd on the ſides was ſeen the dreadful ay 5 
When brutal Centaurs ſnatch'd the bride away. 
With living terrours ſtare the chiefs around, 

Theſe aim the dart, and thoſe receive the wound: 
Each in diſtorted poſtures heaves for breath, _ 615 


And ſcems to threaten in the pangs of death. 


A coſtly veſture was reſery'd to grace 
Admetus, next in merit as in place; 
Embroider d figures o er the texture ſhine, 


And Brian purple heightens the deſign. 620 


Here pale and trembling with the wintry air, 


Leander ſtands, an image of deſpair. 


> Now bending from the beach, he ſeems to lid x 
With cpa -lifted thro the __ ryde 3 5; 


_ Aloft, 
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Aloft, alone the melancholy dame | 625 
Eyes the rough waters, and extends the flame. 
Half-weeping Polynices takes his prize, 5 

andmaid with eeleſtial eyes. 2 bal 


Auguſt rewards arcdeſtin'd next to grace | 
The ſpritely youth contending in the race. 630 
A blameleſs ſport! and ſacred ſure the praiſe 
To grace a feſtival in peaceful days Hs LT 
Noryet unuſeful in th embattel d plain 
When death is certain, and reſiſtance van. 
Idas, a lovely boy in blooming years 
(Laas who late kis honour d temples bound 
With palms thar flouriſh'd on tir Olympian mand Z 
Loud ſhouts e ach chief that from high Elis leads 
His native train, and ain 8 watry meads: 640 


Thon Phedimus proclainrd i in Woven g games, 
And Alcon firſt of Sicyonian REELS 11-41 e 
' Next aged Dymas roſe, Ati ſpecd 
Surpaſs the ſwiſtneſsof the flying ſteedd : 
And laſt in infamous diſorder came N mo 
A clam'rous multitude unknown to lame 
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But ev ry voice chears Atalantas fon, 
And ey ry eye deyours him cer they FIN: 387 8 of 
Lives there a warrior i inthe world of fame. 
Who never heard of Htalanta s name? b 
: Like Cynthia's ſelf ſhe ſeem'd, onen. :: 
: Matchleſs alike in beauty r the mer 25: iT 
The mother's glorit sal their thoughts OY ab 
And raiſe expectance from the lovely bo. 
ee ne mi | wind, 0 6 
ting bind: bn 
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lamask awe dancing to the air: 
Then by degrees unveils to e 151 


His ſnowy limbs like marble, vein'd with blue. 


A thouſand charms appear! in Qupid gaze 665 
The croud devours him, ſilent with amaze. 9 Ta 
Conſcious he ſtands, his head decl ining down, 

And bluſhes oft; and chides them with a frow | 
Decent confuſion! mindful of the toil ore 1 
limbs in ſtreams of oil; | 
| hot 5 * 
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And dance, 


* It ſelf a ſun, and gilds t 


Double their ſpeed, and ſummon all their art. 


— 


So when the night in ſolenib Renee oi 
And one clear blue © 'erſpreads th' ethereal plains: 
The glitt ring ſtars with living ſplendors a | * 5 
nd tremble on the ſeas poten 
High o er them all exalted Heſper tolls, þ 
e diſtant x poles” 0 
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The next in beauty, as in ſpeed ap "Oe 
Fair Idas in the ſtrength of youthful e 941317 gs 
A party-colourd down but juſt began 
To ſhade . the 30 a man:. 


4, 
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dunds. The ready racers ſtar, 


Low at n their ſtraining knees they bend „685 
ing 18 with a boun ip nn den ie 1 


Stretch d on he winds, half vaniſh 0 ! * eye. 
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Now ſide by ſide, or breaſt to breaſt they cloſt, 
While et 
Scarce half ſo ſwiftly oer the Nemean plains 


alike by turns outſtrips h 


Juſt now, the courſer pour d with loos ned reins. 
Each like an arrow from the Parthian ex 
Sent with full force, along the Circus fler. 


So when a tim rous herd of liſrning deer 693 
The roaring lion hears, or ſeems to hean : 
(What time the lordly ſavage haunts the wood, 
And longs to bathe his thirſty jaws in blood) 
Cloſe and more cloſe they join, atrembling train, 
And wildly ſtare, and ſcour along the plain. 700 
os 8151 85 n 12 I/! ᷑ĩ:öùèĩ 8 ; 
Yet furious ſtill, 7 arthenopæus flies; 
Him ſtep by ſtep impatient Idas plies, eat ac 
1d with vengeance in his ey 8 
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154 d 
Now hanging o er, his how ring POE as 705 
Jhoclengibens Rill,/and floats along the green: 


WOW, 0) unperceiv d degrees Boy 
ws the bier beese., . 


As the fair offspring of the Gyan Grace "OO 
With matchleſs ſwiftneſs ſpeeds along the race: T7 
His golden treſſeswav'd-in curls, / behind * 
Flow looſely down, and dance upon the IM bla - 
(Theſe from a child with pious hopes be bore 103 
Sacred to her who treads tlie · Delian ore: 
| What time from T hebe's diftant plains he came 
Renown'd for conqueſts of immortal fame: 17 > 
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Theſe vengeful Idas ſaw with Went eyes: 
Reſolv d by force or fraud tbbtain the prize; | ans e 
Sudden he ſtretch᷑d his impious arm, and Wop” 9 
Supine on earth the ſtripling, as he fle w: WH, is! 2, 
Then ſtarting teach'd the g6al," and Clait 


dhe prize, 


Arms! arms! aloud th Arcudian nation cries: 8 
Vengeance at once they vow, or elfe up 

To leave the Circus and renounce the war. 
Tumultuous murmurs echo tro ttie crbud, 
Thoſe praiſe the fraud, and theſe deteſt aloud. 730 
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slow, ift ing from the plains the youth appears,” nl 
His eyes half angry, and half drown'd with rears, A 
He bends his head, the tears in ſilence flow: * 
A mournfiil image, beautiful in woe! 
Now beats his boſom, frantic with dept 7 DOT 


And rends the ringlets of his golden hair. E "736 | 
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In ſep rate paths the ready racers fle. e 
But firſt thi Arcadian youth with lifted eyes on ; IH 
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lid buſy murmur deafens ev'ry. Sab, b 
Nor yet the croud the royal Judgment hear. | 3 


At laſt Aaraſtus roſe with awful Srachs.. 
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Ceaſe gen tous youths! once more your fortunes 
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In r rate paths each Garting from the ecyc. 


6 


W 
8 
* 


4 7 1 z 8 
n SILLS a JJC. ig EOS ROS 7 Fug I ts 3 f . n 
$3 : : 3 = 9 1 2 ” O 5 „ * F N 8 7 "Ws I 3 k 
n+ 4 5 : $. $62 9's * . 4 * £4 Ft £3 kat 2 . : . 1 Ta 2%, 
* 4 
. 


Fo (pokethe King : and ſudden, from the view, 
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Thus ſent his ſoul i in \ whiſpers t. to the "© FEET 
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and v, wood-lajd glades ; 5 
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Sacred 


oke the rivals 1 in the race. 740 


nd . of the Hades. 
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Sacred to the 0 

I nurs'd theſe curls of long · deſcending hair; 50 
At thy deſires 1 fell, yet hear my pray't! 0 

| If cer my mother pleas'd thee in the chaſe, 

If cer I pleas' dthee——baniſh my W TT 

Nor let theſe omens propheſy my fall 

| (As ſurethey muſt) beneath the . 6 75 5 


80 pray d the youth. The e heatd "= 
_ pray'r,. 

Rapid he ſhot along, half poiz d in air: 5 
Faſt and more faſt the flying fields withdrew ; 
Scarce roſe the duſt beneath him as he flew. 
houting he reach'd the goal, with erinſport fird 760 
Soon ſought Adraſtus, and his right requir d. 
Panting and pale he ſeiz d the palm. At hand 
To cloſe the game the ready prizes ſtand. #; 


The 


* 150 
: Th. Arcadigniyonth 2 btaſß hof d courſer _— 7 —* 
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4 R. Dryden, l. in bis 8 preface to. the 
YA Eneid, takes occaſion to quarrel with Sta- 
fins, and calls the preſent book an 100. timed, and un- 
Judicious Epiſode. I wonder ſo ſeyere a remark 
could paſs from that gentleman, who was an admi- 
rer of our author even to ſuperſtition. 1 own I can. 
ſcarce forgive my ſelf, to contradict ſo great a poet, 


and ſo good a critic; talium enim uirorum ut admi- 


ratio maxima, ita cenſura difficilis. However the 
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preſent caſe may admit of very alleviating circum- 
ſtances. - It may be replied i in general, chat the 
ſign of this book was to give a reſpite, cena, pain 
ation, introducing a mournful, but pleaſing vatia- 
tion from ferrour to pity. It is alſo highly proba 
ble, that Sratius had an eye to the funeral obſequicʒ 
of Polydore, and Anchiſes mention d in the 3d and 
th books of Pregil.. We may alſo look upon them 
as a prelude, opening the mind by degrees to re- 
ceive the miſeries and horrour of a future war. 
This is intimated in ſome meaſure by the derivation 
of the word Archemorus. | 


Beſides the reaſons above mentioned, we have a 
fine opportunity of remarking upon chief of the 
heroes who muſt make a figure hereafter ; this is 
repreſented to the eye in a lively Sketch that diftri- 
E utes to each perſon his proper lights, with great 
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cepting that in holy ſcripture. This remark muſt 


be underſtood of the action of the Thebaid only, 
which Sratius, without queſtion, faithfully recited 
from the moſt authentic chronicles in his own age. 
The action of the Tliad and Oayſſe ey happened ſcye- 
ral years after. This i is evident from Homers own 


words. Aamemnon, in the 4th Thad, recites with | 


great tranſport the expedition of Tydens: and Ul 
ſes mentions the ſtory of Focaſta (or Epicaſte, as 

he calls her) in a very particular manner. It is in 
his deſcent to hell, Oayſe the eleventh. 3 
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5 The antiquity of the Ties: may be 05 ders 
alfo in another view. As the poet was obliged, to 
conform the manners of his herocs to the time of 
action, we in juſtice ought not to be ſo much ſhock” d 
with thoſe inſults over the dead which run thro” all 
the battles. This ſoftens a little the barbarity of 


Tydeus, who expired gnawing the head of his cne- 


my 3 and the impiety of Capaneus, who was thun- 
derſtruck while he blaſphemed Jupiter. Whoever 
reads the books of Joſbua and Judges will find a- 
bout thoſe times the ſame favage ſpyir of inſolence 
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1 beg to be excuſed f oa giving a 15 account Af 


. the Nemeæan games. What the world calls lear- 
ning, differs very little from pedantry ;-and Lam 
ſenſible many an honeſt man may deſerve that im- 
putation when he means no manner of harm: ſo 


much 


much harder tis to conceal knowledge, than firſt 
get ĩit· The beſt and moſt ancient information now 
extant is to be collected from Pindur's odes in ge- 
neral. However I muſt juſt take notice of a fune- 
ral oration ſpoken in honour of Archemorus, as it 
is mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, in his ad. 
nonit. ad Gentes. : | 
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Tis worth while here to take notice of Sratius his 
ſimilies in general. They are ſometimes proper, 
but not often: a common fault with moſt young 


authors, who can reject nothing; tho a more judi- 


cious \writer at the ſame time would either ſuppreſs 


the thought, or at moſt content himſelf with a me- 


taphor. I am apt to think ſimilies muſt ſeldom be 
uſed, except" they convey to the mind ſome very 
aſing, or ſtrong piece of painting. For all ſimi- 

lies are deftrptlons (or pictures) whole only beauty 
proceeds from an excellence in the imagery. In theſe 
caſes, painting muſt al ways be conſulted. 
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Another overſightin Sratius,; is want of parity in 
the circumſtances: but this is owing to the itregula- 
rity of his genius, which was above inſiſting upon 
| pag ne avs n ns bold n of Om 


Ika tranſlator can leave out ſuch ſimilies (or o- 
ther paſſages) in Statius as are not proper, without 
violating the context: or if he can ſupply any of 
their defects in a very ſhort compaſs, I think he 
ought. Tho theſe liberties are not to be taken with 
more correct writers. 4 
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14 Font (er Jeep) was s repreſentel as a 1 
pouring dews out of a horn, over the c temples of 


the Dleeping perſon. Statins alludes to this in ano. | 


ther 1 upon the ſame occaſion. 15 
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This KB, ove to 0 Laftantius, Who has give 
usthe only tolerable comment upon \ Statins Care 
has been taken to read him entirely over, tho to lit- 
tle purpoſe. His notes are learned, ſhort, and clear, 
but ſeldom poctic ; "Moſt of them are like the old 
Scholia upon Homer, explaining one word by ano- | 
ther. He is full of n and exclamations, 
yet  giyes no reaſons. 515 "Such: as exquif te dictum! 7 
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moſt word for word in his K 8 0 Tale. 1 Wal 
make this remark once for all; As nothing particu- 
larizes the fine paſſages, in Homer, more than that 
Virgil vouchſafed to imitate them : ſd Pearce. any 


| thing can exalt the reputation of Statins higher, 
than the verbal imitations of our great country man. 
I prefer this to a volume of criticiſms; no man 


we Ani * 
would i imitate, what he could exceed. SE 
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Linus was i the l ſon of Apollo, and "he nymph 


Pſamathe. No picture could be introduced with 
more propriety ; ;his death was almoſt exactly the fame 


with that of Archemorus. The ftory is related at large 
by Adraſtus in the firſt TREE 1 „ and admirably 
tranſlated by Mr. Pope. . 5 
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Was more, alas! than cruel fate would Live 12 | 
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0 Feſtinus voti pater, inſonteſque Cigirras.- 
Jam tune & nots: ſtabulis de gente ES 
4 In nomen/paſcebat equos, aas fonantes, 
| Armaque mejores cxpet pectatura lacertos 


Spes avid how non in nomen cred veſtes | 
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Sprs avidæ, dah ſpoken 
ther, or elſe credula has nothing to agree with. In 
ſhort, it muſt never be defended, but by one of theſe 
two excuſes, either that Statius left his poem unfi- 
niſhed, or that the verſe immediately preceding. i now 
loſt. It might mean perhaps no more than this, % Thus 
* too was the unhappy mother deecived! With what | 
e care cr This conſideration: clears the ſenſe, 
and ſolves all objections at once. However tis a 
| DFF to the: author 


ne than his ficſt 1 
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All grave readers will. reje& this as a whimſical 


young man notion; nor do I lay any ſtreſs upon 


it. To ſhow I can be ſerious upon occaſion, I ſhall 


juſt refer them to Virgil s third Georgic, where will 


be found a tranſition from horſes to cows, as ob- 
date almoſt as this i in Statins. | 


en Glo any tis thinks we 


ſhould read ſpes avidi, inſtead of avide, ill pre. 


ſerving the context, and referring credula to ſpes, 
I cannot approve of this emendation for many rea- 
ſons; we at once loſe half the beauty. Beſides, 


the repetition. of in nomen would be tautology, if 


it did not refer to another perſon : nor can wrgere 


veſtes be bi properly applied t to e father. e 
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Whodves reads this poſitive Dutchman's preface 
His to 


to Ammianus Marcellinus, will never think 
an.of ſenſe, or candor. _ 
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| Stretch'd Oer the ground the tow w ring Oaks were 
keen, e. . 


| This deſcription, | is e beautiful, 1600 41 
| might ſpend a whole page in admirations. Twere 
eaſy alſo, by drawing parallel places, (a common, 
but unfair practice) to prefer Statius to all the an- 
cients, and moderns. Moſt of the poets have ex- 
erciſed their genius upon this occaſion ; partigularly 
, in e I och book of his NN: 5 


* dion Cliaenis abfuir . 
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2 "hes nemus Heliadum, non frondibus eſculus this: 


Non tiliz molles, non fagus, & innuba laurus, 
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Et coryli fragiles, & fraxinus utilis haſtis, 
Enodiſq; abies, curvataq; glandibus ilex,' 
Et platanus genialis, accrq; coloribus impar, 


Amnicolæq; ſimul falices, & aquatica lotos. 


As 
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2 bs Claudien, in pf rape of Proſerpins, 
Lib. the 2d. Chaucer ſeems to have a particular 
eye to this paſſage throughout all his poems. See 
his ' Knight's: Tale, the Aſſemliy of 'Fowls, and 
Complaint of the black Knight. I am alſo much 
pleaſed to find this paſſage finely imitated by two 
other of our ancicnt Engliſh pocts, I ſhall firſt cite 
Fairfax, who underſtood the harmony of numbers 
better than any perſon then living, except Spenſer. 
All the world knows his excellent verſion (or para- 
phraſe rather) of Taſſs's Gieruſalem liberata. The 
other, whom'T mean, is M. Drayton, whoſe Fairy- 
tale | is a 9 in thoſe en writings. 
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The myrrh that her foul ſin doth Rill deplore, 

: The alder, owner of al warriſh ground, a 
Sweet juniper, whoſe ſhadow hurteth ſore, 
Proud. wy * * kivg of foreſts erowI d. 
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| The rfted cedar, and the branching pine... . | 


: Unter whoſe covert, (thus divinely —"_ 
| Phirbus gteen lawrel flo flou uriſh” di in the made: EG 
| Fair Yenus' myrele, Mars his watlke fie, 
Miner vas olive, and the weeping myrrh 'L 
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The eie to Aude, conſecrate, oe. 
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and the reader in juſtice ought to acknowledge I 
_ writ it c gratify my pleaſure, rather than my va- 


nity ;; and ſurely ne perſon. who: has the leaſt taſte 


can We * with ſo my . I inſiſt only 
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to produ uce one deſcription more out of Statins. 
The verſes. are extremely natural, and carry ſome- 
thing with chem as awful, and venerable : as s the 
tubjeRt, | w 85 


Spie eber walks e opt," 
Aternum intonſe e ws any nullis 
Solbes 8 
Subter opaca quis, 3 ene fervat 
Horror, & excluſæ pallet mala lucis i imago, 


7 4-3 BO. 7 5 by 90 13 
2 3-3 8 * 1 as 2 * LED K. 8 * - 1 1 „ 
1 


| 15  Thebaid 4. 


11. 


„ fe Y 
4 4 34 3 
„ * * 5 bee 


Sacred to heav n and heli the mourners rear 


Two © mall altars- 


r 


v. : bn . 


1.1 may be asked 3 two al- 
tars. Lactantius anſwers that one: only was for 
ec, and the _— for, the 1 par 
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11 che ke ſuppoſes this to be to eh honour 
for the latter, it muſt be remembred, that thoſe 
creatures were almoſt always eſteemed by the an- 
cients, as ſacred to ſome deity. But Statius men- 
tions this in particular. See ne death of Arche- 
morus, in the e 3b if hebaid. gy ee 
| wo e 1c ibood Sao mar | 

ee "oy horror Achai 
Frigitur 6 Kent RON 15 35 


and a little afterwards Dare 35 een 


Lakin ſanctum Aer Töne 
Agticdls— 


So Vi wy abi of the two A. ra that 
Arangled Loocoon, Eneid the 2d. 
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Their task 1 d, the eee quit their prey, 
F And to the tow r of — way 1221 
Couch'd at ier feet they lie pr 8 


br her large buckler, and protended ſpear, e 
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In mournful firains 


"The e muli cof the Phrygian fie e v. 1 3 7. 


The Phrygian meaſure i in muſic was made uſe of, 
to call the (| pirits of the deceaſed from Hades. Pe- 


the Tyre, apd from him i it came to 0 0E Grecians. LE 
| 1 Tallautius. ; 


42 13 


— * 4 
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Behind 2 piles 8 bol forrows dow, 
Silent, and falle 5 147. 


Nothing can bex more Fes LR than this 65 
racter of EHpßipile; it ſeems a perfect picture of 
beauty in di ſtreſs. Her very ſilence is eloquent: 
She knows her innocence, but muſt not ſpeak one 
word to defend i it. She moves along by herſelf the 


IS. 


| * 


very laſt of them all, while every eye ſeems to 


threaten, and accuſe her. And even after” all this, 
there is fil a dejected ſweetneſs, a tenderneſs, a con- 
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lops was the firſt perſon who invented, and ſet it to 
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Alen that cannot be expreſs d. I know not how to 
make the reader any ways ſenſible of my own 


images, except I refer him to the character of Bri- 
ſeis in Homer's firſt Iliad, and the 5 or Sy . 
| gambis in Darius his tent. 


This puts me in mind of —.— bac frokes in 
Spenſer, tho' upon a different occaſi ion. What 
I mean, is the ſilence and confuſi on of Britomart, 
when the red-croſs knight diſcovers her to be a lad iy, 
and enquires Aar her adventures. 


Therear ſhe fi g coftly, had no pow'r a 
To ſpeak a while, ne ready anſwer make, 
But with heart-thrilling throbs, and bitter dow . 
As if mie had a Heber ft, did quike, | 
. Andeviry dainty limb with horror ſhake; "© 5 
1 evet and anon the roſic red 194 Wes 0 
Plaſh'd thro her face, as it had bren ae ah 
7 of lighraing, through bright heaven fulmined. 
2 Fairy auen Lib, 3. Cant. a 


See 
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Sce alſo the ſame canto, ſtanza the 1 5th. 


„VVV 
5 5 ; 2 : i RE: 
Speech of Eugaice. Nn. 


Kent; has equally * his conduct in this 
ſpeech of Eurydice. She is injured, and indeed 
deſerves a liberty to reſent it. She condoles, the 
repents, ſhe heightens her misfortunes, and then 
ſeemsto wonder why providence ſhould infſict them. 
This ſhe aggravates by conſidering the proſpetity of 


her neighbours, which certainly gives che deepeſt 


remorſe in all afffictions. Nothing can be finer 
than theſe two laſt particulars. They ariſe itome- 
diately from human nature, 1 give a lively picture 
of ſelf· reſpect, and indulgency to ur own frailtics.” 


What follows is more abrupt and violent ; ſhe d 


the author of her miſery in the moſt diſagreeable 
colours, makes her treacherous, negligent, and even 
jnſenſible of Sratitudg or pity. | Po? 
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| Whoſe 3 baden nd thee, 8 whoſe Ante 
charm d, e 
Whoſe eye derſaw thee v. 1895 


| 20 mY am far from heli diſguſted with theſe” line 
brieꝛtieularitzes that attend ttie molt ſerious and noble 
paſſions: Nothing has a better effect in poetry, or 
painting.” An incident may be ſmall, and at the 
ame time not triſing. This puts me in mind of 
aft notre in e it is ale _ Sap- 


725 The: n (en he) has aſſembled with ami. 
4e rable skill all the little accidents to that paſſion. 
Her heart beats faſt, hor tongue trembles, her fight 
«ſeems to ſwim, and her colour vaniſhes all in one 
moment. FEET F109) 2 POD T0 » 


= 1 9 
* > - : 0 l * 4 
- * 4 1 1 2 PLS: 4 A * © 23s £ ern * * . % 1 . 1 7 ' 
a — 1 in : 4 & : i > F 8 
* F — 8 ; 1 2 : 5 y 7 2 7 „ "0 7 4 £ 4 £6 2454 £ it * # 
# * 8 py 2 Sf {0 > 3+: tt PIE + N — F * a 


This eonfulbii ſuits adinirably well with the wan- 
| dcring irreſolutions of the Tout NOR ſuch: occa- 
hons. 


8 Chap. 3. 95 


16. 


Derivare queunt alid, « curàve levare. 


8 — 45 
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16. 
So when the holy prieſt with curious eyes” 


Dooms ſome fair heifer: v. 209. 247 e 


2 muſt not forget that Statius has . this 15 * 
mile from Lucretius. Iis hard to ſay which is the 
more excellent. Lucretius his. lines are theſe, af- 


ter he has deſeribed the e young heifer Main in i ſacri- 
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At mater virideis ſaltus orbata peragrans, 
Omnia conviſens oculis loca, ſi queat uſquam D 
Conſpicere amiſſum fortum, completq; querelis | 
Frondiferum nemus adfiſtens, & crebra reviſit 
Ad ſtabulum, deſiderio perfixa juvenci, 


Non teneræ ſalices, atq; herbæ rore vigentes 


Fluminaye ulla queunt | ſummis labentia ripis 
Oblectare animum, ſubitamq; avertere curam: N 


Nec vitulorum ali ſpecies per pabulaileta . 
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| IF. | | 
His il locks beet gies FRY Gl v. xx. 


The practice of curting off the lh, and neun 
it over the deceaſed, was ſo common with the an- 
; cients, that all reſtimonies are needleſs. It prevails 
among the Sclavonians to this is day, who, (as Lord 
Busbegue obſerves in his Epiſtles) neque modo ca 
f 7 Hos, ſe 4 et iam u Pp cr C 4. lie fil 4 2 7 in laclu) 4e. 
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- ES | 
If Fowe's almighty wiſdora can deceive, 
Cute: d is the man who S908; Will believe!, ! 

| 5 | TO 221. : 
This apoſtrophe contains a fine picture of human 
nature in diſtreſs. Heaven itfolf cannot eſcape Our a 
cenfure: its unerring juſtice is called into queſtion, 
and we fancy more to be inflited o on 1 than D, 


ought ro My | 
Much 


331 


s 


Much of this kind is the ſpeech of Aſius in Ho- 
tematk upon it, which I ſhall tranſcribe, as I find 
it admirably tranſlated to my hands. The ſpeech 
« of Alus is very extravagant : He exclaims againft 


Jupires for à breach of promiſe, not becauſe he 
* had broken his word, but becauſe he had not 


« fulfilled his own yain imaginations. This con- 


” duct, tho very blameable in Aſus, is very natu- 
6. ral to perſons under diſappointments, who are e- 
« ver ready to blame heaven, and turn their mif- 
a fortunes into a crime.” Thus far Euſtat hius. 


Sieur (whoſe chick character is piety) could 


not help accuſing men and gods when he loſt 


Crèuſa. Tho in juſtice to Ji git i it ought to be ob- 


ſerved, that he foftens, or rather diſapproves of the. 
impiety at the ſame 1 time ; for ſo. the BAY amens. 


mak be ubderftood. 


Den non inculayi, amens, hominawz deo. ̃ 


rumq;;! ? 


As 
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As this note is capa le of very ſerious refle@tions, 
it may not perhaps be amiſs to look a little into the 
holy ſcriptures. The impatience of Jobs wife, as 
alſo the diflidence and irreſolutions of David in 
the 73d pſalm, are extraordinary inſtances of this 
: ſort. But Jeremiah carries it yet farther : 4 He pro- 
ceeds to an expoſtulation With his Maker. 5 « Let 
4 me talk with thee, O Lord, of thy judgments, 
Thou haſt planted (the wickech yea, they have 
taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth 
e fruit. But thou, O Lord, knoweſt me, thou haſt 
& ſeen "7% and tried my heart towards thee. * 
ce have forſaken „„ a 


- 
R 


8 


Laclantius le ves the cxtravagance of this 
ſpeech of Lycurgus very oddly, by a Reflection 
on his pricſthood. His words are theſe 1 
80 Prieſts may be as angry as they will,” 
for ſo muſt he be underſtood according to the 
purport of the original. I much queſtion whc- 
ther his name · ſake would have allowed this con- 

7A ceſſion 


nation. | 


N ovendialia. . 


'Thebaid of STAT 103. ** 


ceſſion to the clergy : 2 if the tranſlator may 
have leave to give his opinion, he thinks them 


to have leſs need of it, than uy other part of the 


on Gas 
8 times > his courſe bright Lucifer had roll a, 

Ka: TIO Ve inlay deck d his ae with AS 
v. 271. 1. 


a This particularity i is fo fac from being 0 ornamen- 
tal, that it preſerves a valuable piece of antiquity; 
namely, the cloſing of the funeral games after nine 
days end: Which ceremony the old Romans called 
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High Oer the people wrought with lively grace, 


Shine the fair n their ancient race. 
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cious than chis hiſtorical picture. The 1 ht 


of a ſhield was already worn out: twas impoſſible 


to add any thing of moment after Homer and Vir- 
gil. Nor is it introduced merely for ornament; it 
contains, no leſs than the ſtory of their anceſtors, 
magnanimilm feries antiqua parentum. Its effects 
are viſible :: to inſpire them with courage in the fu- 
neral games. Beſides, it happily avoids moſt of the 
objections that have been made againſt the ſhields 
of Achilles and </Eneas. Its ſize anſwers all multi. 
plicity of figures; and even every figure bears a 
plain reference to the ſubject of action. The rules 


of painting are exactly preſ erved: we have not on. 
1y a contraſt of paſſions in different perſons, but 


e of Place | in cach diſtinct eee 


Tis reaſonable to think our author deſi 3920 this 


as a compliment to a common ceremony then a- 
mong the Romans : who uſed at all ſolemn fune- 


rals to carry before the: corps of the doccafed the 
pictures of their anceſtors. Thus Horace, Epode 
ZA „ 


Fun 


. Fuaunus atque an * 


Vutunt er m. 


£7 PEG Ziterd's oration ol 8 and the 5 
book of Pliny, Perhaps Statins owe the firſt kitit 
ol his hiſtorical picture to the cuſtom we now men- 


1 e 3 6 21. | 
1 Choræbus lifts his e hands— 324. 1 
Lala gives two o meanings to this hemyſtic ; 
the venerable ot thdainted figure of Chorebus. 1 | 


have choſen the latter, becauſe it agrees beſt with 
His character in the firſt Thebaid. The be Norp 3 is too 
long to be tranſcribed. 


ak 
Here Belus Sons at Hens altars ſtand, 
And] en with hearrs averſe the 1 hand. 


b . 331. 
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known to be repeated. However for the ſake of 
the curious I ſhall not paſs by the Epiſtle of Hyperm- 
neſtra to Linus, and ſome remarkable paſſages in 


ſed with this ſtory, and has choſen it in another 
place to ornament the ſhield of Hippomedon. 
There is ſomething very maſterly in the expreſſion, 
and the Tout. enſemble makes a fine Piece of night- 
r 8. 


1 


1 * oY k 7 ah 
E 


, —humeros, & om bare 


Flammeus orbis habet- init in auro 1 


Nox Danai, ſontes furiarum mlampade nigr 

Quinquaginta ardent thalami, patet ipſe cruentis yi 

In foribus, laudatque ay atque inſpicit enſes. $ 
| + 7 hb. +. 


Swift few the rag car, and lefe behind 


The noiſc of tempelts, and the wings of wind. } 


bh v. 349. 


The contract of Danaus and Egyprus is too well 


Pindars ninth Pythian Ode. » Statjus ſeems plea- 


„ Theſe 


# 
7 
/ 


nal 


ks relicta 


Nubila, certantes Euriq; Notiqz ſequuntur. | 


8 Statius muſt have liberty to 
ſoften, ſome; of theſe hyperboles. Vet Lactantius 


was of another opinion, who admires this place in 
the true ſpirit of criticiſm. Divinè dictum] dedit 


illis vittorie votum, ſed ademit Fectum. His 
remark is not worth tranſlating. | 


a 
So fad Apollo with a boding ſigh 
IP old his fond chid—— v. 363. + 


= 
8 . 


We may perceive ſomething g very remarkable | in 
this ſiwilie, not without a fine commiſeration for 
unhappy Polynices.. Inſtead of accuſing. the raſh- 


_ neſs, or folly of Phaeton, all is attributed to 2. 
1 de Meiny. As much as to ſay, eee loſt not 
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Theſe verſes are ** too as in the origi- 
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the race thro his own impradenice, bat by e ne inter 
poſition of a deity. | 


7 Marc &c. v. 45s,” 


| This alludes chiefly v0 whe Rory of Alcehte, . 
metus his wife, who was fo honourable (it ſeems) as 
to lay down her on life to atone for her husband's. 


Juvenal ee ufe'of enn demie 2 08 
* 


. ſubeuntem fata mariti 
Alceſten. %% WRC 


! has written a tragedy upon this « occa- 
fion. 1 am afraid few modern ladies would give 
ſuch an example, but indeed husbands are much al- 
ter d ſince the days of Admetus. 1 may add, that 
Sratius takes notice of the death of Hleefte in his 
Hlva, entituled the gears of Etruſcus, Lib. 3. 1 


the rather cite this poem becauſe it contains ſome 


fine ſtrokes of humanity, and filial affection. Of 
the ſame nature is his Epicedion in Patrem, 1 
wonder theſe two admirable copies have never yet 
N ee. 
. 26. 
K Th impaticas courſers pant in ev'ry vein, | 
2 And pawing ſeem to beat the diſtant plain. | 
of The vales, the floods appear already croſt, 
And e er they ſtart, a thou nd lteps are lot. 
11 22y ” | FS © pron *. 


The Latin of theſe i is PRO fine, as 
Mr. Dryden acknowledges in his Preface to Du 


1 He cites n as a true nk of our au- 
thor. 5 EE | - 5 


Stare adeò miſerum eſt, pereunt veſtig ia mille 
Ante fugam, abſentemque ferit gravis ungala 
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Which would coſt me thiys he) an hour to tranſ- 
; late, there is ſo much beauty i in the original. Since 
that, Mr. Pope has: imirated theſe verſcs almoſt ver- 


 batim in his Windſor- Foreſt : And 1 thought fir " 


transfer them hither, rather than expoſe my Own 


| weakneſs. Inever was heartily mortified before; I; 


juſt know. how to admire him and to deſpiſe, myſelf! 


The reader may be aſſured, I durſt not preſume to 
do this without that gentleman' s conſent ; who not 
only gave me leave to uſe his tranſlation, but alſo to 
alter any circumſtances that might not correſpond 


with the original. I remember a paper in the Guar- 
dian that conſiſts chiefly of parallel deſcriptions up- 
on this occaſion 'Y e thither 1 l the curious. 


Rabi + the Jeſair 1 mo bold. N in an 0 


whole title I forget, tho tis written partly in imi- 


tation of the war- horſe in Fob. I mention this, 
purely to do juſtice to that poets memory, who 
(notwithſtanding ſome extravagancies) came nearer 
to the ſpirit and abruptneſs of t than uy of 
his e hs "BY | 
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27. 


27. 


Earth openly ſeem d to groan (a fatal ſign LY 


- Becaufe Amphiaraus was afterwards to be ſwal- 
lowed under ground. See the latter end of the ſe-· 
venth Thebazd. e | 


- Illum ingens haurit ſpecus, & tranſire parantes 
. Mergit equos: non arma manu, non frzna r re · 
Sicut erat, rectos defert in Tartara currus: 

N cadens e, * coire 
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wu rake chin a0 he ene of the — cle: 
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| Land hou outs each chicf char from high bus 
His native train, we. v. 6 39. 


A har open d tis pole a little, but with due 
reſpect to geography, Sec the fourth Theb. Reſi- 
pina Elis, demiſſa Piſa. F 

| 29. | 


— +75 


Lives there a warrior in the world of fame, 
Who never heard of Atalanta's name? V. 649. 


The commentators are all mighty merry upon 
theſe: verſes, It ſeems: Statins has confounded the 5 
hiſtory of Atalanta (there being twa of that name) 
and takes the wife of Hippomenes for that of Pe- 
lone the famous racer in days: of yore. This (ſay 

they) is a rcmarkabje- oyerſight, and very few of 
them can heartily forgive it. The matter is hardl7 
worth debate : DORN were never agg 


* 3 


vil find many crrors even in . tho not 10 5 
many 
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many WD Motte fancied.  Aviſtatte, Cicero, and 
Dionyſius of Halic arnaſſus were ſeldom right in 
their quotations. Macrobius tells us, that Virgil 
ran into many palpable miſtakes, purely to diſen- 
gage himſelf from too much exactneſs, and to imi- 
tate Homer. Monſ. la Mothe le Vayer has written 
an entire treatiſe upon this ſubject: and I think it 
worth reading, merely as a mortification for human 
vanity. | _ | 
In deference to = og 1 criticiſm, 15 
thought fit to leave out, veſtigia cunctis indeprenſa 
procis; for there lies all the confuſion. 


Foot race. v. 766. : 


15 aſt: F think this WW an be 
— of poetry. The deſign it ſelf is equally as 
juſt; the circumſtances perhaps are more beautiful 
than thoſe upon the ſame ſubject in the Greek or 
Roman poet. Had Statins given the prize to Idas, 
(than which nothing was more eaſy} I cannot but 
think the moral would have been highly defective. | 

nn in F7rgib wins 2 by downright ' 
| frau- 


8 An the deſcriptive e author 
borrows nothing conſiderable. from either of. the 
5 above · cited poets. I wiſh he had taken, one circum- 
ſtance from Homer, which pleaſes me MM It i is 
the ae where Ubſſec allen ee + | 
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Thus in ſome ſtorm the broken billows riſc | 


Round the vaſt Rock— 
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Tin ah great 1 FIR poet mem ces this 
wt which admirably paints the ſize and un- 
moveableneſs of Capaneus. I have endeavoured to 
give it this turn, adding the epithet uaſt, to ſtreng· 
then the idea. A tranſlator can ſeldom do his au- 
thor this juſtice, and I ſee no reaſons againſt it, if 
the deviation exceeds not one word. Howevryr tis 
| man the en alludes only to the noiſe, and 

; | | ſudden | 
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ſudden Gerbe of the waters. "Tis impoſſible 
to give a more lively image of Alcidamas. Sta- 
tur has comprized himſelf alſo into a ſhorter com- 
paſs than uſual, that the mind might not be too 
much ſuſpended in the midſt of ſo important an 
action. Beſides, there is a particular beauty in the 
verſification: it ſeems to run by flares, ſhort and 
violent: YM EE. 


All, ut t preceps cumulo ſalit unda, minaces 


In ſropulos & frafta redit— : | 


"The ag of the e v. 966. 

I have 1 notice in the 88 that Sta- 
tius has varied from Virgil with admirable judg- 
ment. The ſame may be advanced here in reſpect 
to Homer, who in his fight of the Cæſtus, rewards 
inſolence, and pride, inſtead of puniſhing them. 
= is an exact parity of character between Capa- 

s-and Epeus but not the ſame: ſucceſs. - The 
| HO in this place meets with the moſt manifeſt 
diladvantage; A great neee of the moral. 
HER | „ Upon 
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(Don therwholes. it may . equire houl, 
attempt ſomething like a compariſon Phe he 
_ deſcriptions of this game in Homer, Virgil, and 
Statins. To ſpeak my on. ſentiments, I cannot 
but prefer the latter, not only fox its greater variety 
of incidents, but for the character of arrogancc 
VPhich is wrought up to much more perfegion : 
*rwas this they all laboured at. Capaneus i is. {© far 
blinded with his own admiration, that he ſtill fan- 
cies himſelf the conqueror: tho the odds appeared 
viſibly againſt him : ſo apt is pride to magnify. 
This is ſuperadded to the characters in Homer 
and Virgil: and I think It a _—_ natural 8 8 89885 
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the Alps. The author upon this takes occafion to 

fall foul upon an eminent Roman poet, and won- 
ders at his ignorance. Tis no matter where I met 
with this remark, it not being of much conſequence: - 
Yet I thought fit to leave out n amd added a 
more indefinite epithet. 

Since my writing this note, I RS 6 rod 
Bernartius his comment upon Sterigs. He is much 
chagrined at this overſight. As a ſpecimen of his 
| humanity and taſte for criticiſm, I ſhall tranſcribe 
his own words at length: 2 Attigit ut videtur 
« Papinins hic gutrum è fumine Lethes. Num in 
Alpibus muſquain euprefſi : mf forte ſperiem pro 
genere pofuit, quod nos inepre aſfirmure poſſumus. 
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Not half ſo bloody : or with half ſuch rage 
nen of the herd engage. 
v. 1096. 


ue enn to have copied this ſiniitie from the 
combat of Hercules and Achelbus in che ninth book 
of Ovid's Metamorphoſes. I ſhall pleaſure the rea- 
der with them both. And firſt Ovid; 


Non 
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Non aliter vidi fortes concurrere tauros, 
Cum pretium pugnæ, toto nitidiſſima ſaltu 
 Expetitur Conjux : ſpeatanr armenta, paventq; 4 f 


N eſcia quem ranti mancat vitoria regni. 


. 3 55 dude, gemini gregis, horria teur 
Bel movent : 1 middio conjux j La da prato 
” 5 Worem expectans; rumpunt obnixa furentes . 
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The latter in my y opinion is * more 0 than 
che former. There is a beautiful contraſt, or Varia- 
tion of num ers, very tender and flowing, in 


Di mee 


Which 3 is  omewhar faint] ly preſerved in hs ran 
lation. | | 


_ Spenſer has a ſimilic GP DEVTNY of this nature in 
the combat between the. OE: X. iy ns 
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Ne lor c breath d its ſpirir to congenial Skies | 


V. 1029. 

Or t to o congenial x Soph more Kale, e to 

the hiloſophy of Pythagoras. The wicked, ſays 
ä oe phe were puniſh'd by their Stars (ab ipſis 
aſtris, ftelliſq; are his words) the good enjoyed 
their light for ever. For: a farther explication of this 
ancient doctrine, I refer this reader to Servzus and | 
_ Ruzus his notes upon the 227th line of Virgil 5 4th 
2 nee in me &c. See alſo Plato 
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Heav'd huge Anthzus. v. 1040. 


I cannot but ls this noble ſimilie ; beſides the 
parity of circumſtances, the ſavage character of An- 
theus. ſuits admirably well with the brutal fury of 
8 ; Agylleus : | 


Agylleus : nor is it a' ſmall compliment to little 

Tydens, to compare him with Hercules for ſtrength. 

I fancy Spenſer drew the ſtory of Mateger at large 
from this picture. I am the more inclined to think 
ſo, becauſe in the combat of Prince Arthur, and 
Pyrrhocles, he tranſlates almoſt literally from Statius 
thoſe verſes that deſcribe Ay pWſÞus after his fall: tho 

it muſt be 6wn'd, he has interwoven a we that 
| Mich rid FEI 
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aid Nought booted it the pin d then to OY 
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That e may not hope. by flight to "ſcape Ahe, 


Still n for death, with dread and cremblin 
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| the ſeven captains ſhould return, except Adraſtus : 


As that in Virgil forctold the burning of the ſhips by 
the Trojan matrons. 5 0 


To conclude, whoſoever will tead the original 


impartially, will find Statius to be a much better 
: peer than the world imagines. What the tranſlation 


is, Iknow not: Nor can the notes be extraordinary, 
LEM no body has written any thing tolerable be- 


fore me, The reader may believe, or disbelieve 
them as he pleaſes; Ideliver conjectures, not doc- 


trines. If my preſent verſion has the fortune to 
pleaſe, 1 may perhaps procced farther : if not, Lcan- 
not but think my ſelf happy in reviving at leaſt ſo 
fine a piece of poetry. I have but juſt given the 


sketch of a picture, it remains for others to deepen 


the ſtrokes, end finiſh the whole, Whoever can 
take ſuch pains, will oblige me, as much as the | 


world. 
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: Perth Wide dna of waters: 8 0 
And delug d earth. He ſpoke, the waves obey d 
In peace, ſubſiding to o their ancient ſprings. aid! 
Part murmur headlong down the, mountain's daes 1 
Part chro the vales in flow. TS play, 
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Wave in the watry . amid whoſe bougks 
The winged ſorgſters chaune their Maker's n 


God with prolific dews, and ger al rain 
Impregnates carth, then crowns ke meg bei 


With lively green : the vegerative juice 
1 hes 1 134% 


: Flows briskly thro the trees; ; the purple grape 
| Swells with nectarebus wines t "inſpire the foul. 


With verdant fruits the cluftr ring olive bends 
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Whoſe peel liquor fmooths the ſhining face. 
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Thcir mazy cell>—In conſtant courſe the moon 


Nocturnal ſheds et kindly inftuenoe do nm, 
Marks out the cireling year, and rules the tydes. 


In conſtant egularity the ſunn 
Purgles: the : roſy! « caſt, * leaves the rh itt 


; Then awful night o er all the globe extends 


Pburs from. its goal turkace plants ad herbs . 


Aer fable ſhades: the woods and defarts ring Ts 52 
With hideous yell, what time the lions r ee 
And rear their prey; 3 bur when the e glim ring morn, 7 
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Incredible to thought.” There tow'rs of oak 
Float Ger the ſurges; there enormous wales 
In awkw ard gambols play, th inferior fry” 
Sportive thro? groves of ſhining coral glidee. 
Theſe with obſetvanct due „when hunger calls 
Expect their meat from God, who ſomerimes gives 
A juſt ſu 
Show'rs down his bounty with a copious hand. 
When God withholds his all- ſuſtaining care, 


ciency, or more profuſe 


| To duſt, their former principle they fall. 

Then thy prolific ſpirit forms anew. 4 

Each undecaying ſpecies, Might 7 God, 
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